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A WORD ABOUT COGIC’S NEWS SOURCE: 
THE WHOLE TRUTH MAGAZINE 


The Official Magazine of The Church Of God In Christ 


Itis the mission of The Whole Truth Magazine to 
provide the general constituency of the Church of 
God in Christ with a quality publication which will 
edify, educate and empower. This will be accom- 
plished through special features which include cov- 
erage of religious and news events relevant to the 
Church of God in Christ; profiles of COGIC mem- 
bers; and, literary contributions by COGIC mem- 


bers. 


The Whole Truth Magazine shall endeavor to 
affect greater unity within this denominational body 
of Christ by communicating the program and mes- 
sage of the leadership of our National Church and 
by promoting and utilizing the wealth and resource 
of journalistic talent from among our own con- 
stituency. 


(ESS RL OT 


The Whole Truth: The Of 


The Whole Truth is interwoven 
into the fabric of COGIC histo- 
ry. In fact, the creation of the 
periodical itself coincides with the 
beginning of our organization in 
1897. Original Whole Truth editor, 
Elder D. J. Young, was among the 
pioneers of our church who trav- 
elled with Bishop C. H. Mason to 
Los Angeles for the Azusa Street 
Revival in 1906. 


The original mission of The 
Whole Truth was to communi- 
cate the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth 
regarding the biblical validity 
of our most sacred doctrines 
and dogmas particularly 
regarding sanctifcation, holy 
living, and, after the Azusa 
Street experience, the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. 


Whole Truth editors and writers 
through the years included the 
widow of our late founder, Mother 


THE WHOLE TRUTH 


Elsie Mason; Bishop W. A. 
Patterson; Mother Lucy Flagg- 
Ntreh; Supt. James Whitehead of 
Detroit; and Dr. David Hall of 
Memphis. Current editor is Elder 
Larry Britton of Nashville. Over 
the last few decades, astute pub- 
lic relations directors of the 
National Church, the late Bishop 
L. H. Ford and current director, 
Bishop W. L. Porter, recognized 
the importance of an official pub- 
lication and contributed much 
toward assuring that the Whole 
Truth was sustained as a part of 
the program of the national 
church. 


As the COGIC approaches its 
100th _ birthday, Presiding 
Bishop C. D. Owens has com- 
missioned Publishing Board 
President, Bishop Norman 
Quick, and Publishing Board 
Representative, Elder Larry 
Britton, to expand The Whole 
Truth into a magazine. This pre- 


n of the Church of God In Christ 


mier edition of The Whole Truth, 
the official magazine of the 
Church of God in Christ, is the 
product of the efforts and ener- 
gies of some of the talented writ- 
ers and journalists who are 
members of COGIC. 


This limited collector's edition is a 
glimpse at the future direction of 
COGIC's publication ministry. 


Creative writers and feature edi- 
tors are encouraged to submit 
articles for publication through 
this magazine by writing: 


The Whole Truth Magazine 


Box 78613 
Nashville, TN 37207 


Faxes can be sent to: 
(615) 226-6848. 
Subscriptions are $25.00 per 
year. See enclosed forms to 
subscribe NOW! 
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Not content with just the 
label “the fastest growing 
church in America,’ the 
visionary leader of the 
Church of God in Christ, 
Bishop C. D. Owens, 
continues to unveil major 
components of his 21st 
century - focused min- 
istry: ‘Vision 2000. 
Among. those major 
components are 
Regional Church Growth 
Conferences which are 
designed to inspire and 
instruct pastors to adopt 
evangelistic outreach 
strategies that will 
enhance their impact 
on the communities 
and cities their 
churches serve. 


The Church of God 
in Christ (COGIC) 
began implementa- 
tion of its Vision 2000 
program with the first 
of five (5) Church 
Growth Conferences 
that the denomina- 
tion’s leader, Bishop 
Chandler D. Owens, 
has planned — for 
1996. The first Regional 
Conference for Church 
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Bishop Owens challenges growth conference 
delegates “To stop long enough to really see” 


Growth was _ held 
February 6th through 
8th in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 


Conference host was 
COGIC General 
Board member and 
weekly host of the 
Bountiful Blessing 
telecast on Black 
Entertainment 
Television (BET), 
Bishop (ey, =. 
Patterson. 


Bishop Owens, suc- 
ceeded Bishop L. H. 
Ford in April of 1995 
and became the fifth 
(5th) leader in the his- 
tory of the church. He 
feels that the Church 
Growth conferences - 
the first major initia- 
tive of Vision 2000 - 
will help increase the 
existing pool of effec- 
tive pastors among 
the COGIC con- 
stituency. Bishop 
; Owens refers. to 


we Vision 2000 as the 


COGIC’s road-map to 
the twenty-first century. 
Among Bishop Owens’ 
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concerns are “the growing prob- 
lems of gang violence, poverty, 
drug addiction and the deteriorat- 
ing family structure in America in 
general and within the inner cities 
in particular. He asserts that 
because the COGIC has tradi- 
tionally taken its ministry suc- 
cessfully into urban areas that she 
(the church) must 
now accelerate her 
efforts to reach our 
youth and ‘to 
empower the 
African-American 
male. 


The Memphis 
Church Growth con- 
ference inspired the 
nearly 500 pastors 
in attendance, as 
well as the more fiji 
than 1,200 evening 
worship participants. 


The chief facilitator 
for the conference 
classes was Pastor 
Ernest Morris of 
Philadelphia. 


front in 1966. His 

congregation has grown to over 
3,000 in membership. Other 
instructors were Pastor Ron Hill, 
pastor of a 1,200 member COGIC 
congregation in Compton, 
California; Dr. Jerry Maynard of 
Nashville whose congregation 
grew from approximately 100 to 
nearly 1,000 members in less 
than four (4) years; Pastor James 
Austin of Chicago who pastors 
the renowned and enormously 
successful, St. Luke COGIC in 
downtown Chicago. Other 
instructors were Pastor M. C. 
Pryor of Saginaw, Michigan, an 
educator and former school prin- 
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Bottom L. Pastor Bob Jackson; Top L. Elder 
Morris' ministry was James Austin; Bottom C. Pastor Melvin Pryor; 
begun in a store- Top C. Pastor Ernest Morris; R. Pastor Ron Hill 


cipal; Pastor Clifton Brown of 
Memphis, a successful pastor - 
evangelist who has spurred 
church growth and won thou- 
sands to the Christian faith 
through ministry in 35 different 
states. His church is one of the 
fastest growing churches in 


Memphis. The final conference 


instructor, Pastor Bob Jackson of 
Oakland, has witnessed his 
church grow from thirteen (13) 
members to over 4,000 in just 
eleven (11) years through utilizing 
proven outreach techniques. 


Bishop P. A. Brooks serves as the 
liaison for the General Board and 
the Conference committee. 

The theme of the conference, 
Your Church Can Grow, was 
addressed through classes enti- 
tled: 

ePastor’s Personal Life 

eGoals, Objectives, Timetables 
eLeadership Development 


eOrganization Training 

eOpening the Front Door eClosing 
the Back 

eEvangelism Methods 


Delegates represented COGIC 
churches from nine (9) states: 
Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, 
Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina) and South 
Carolina. 


Regional Pastors’ 
Conferences 
1996 
Promoted as “a church growth 
conference in which big ideas 


B are not pushed on smaller 


churches but as a conference 
through which shared principles 
and take- home values are 
| given,” the ministry of Vision 
2000 unveils Pastors’ Regional 
Conferences ‘96. Five (5) differ- 
ent regions of the continental 
USA are included: 


Conference 1- Memphis, TN 
February 6-8 


Conference 2 - Detroit, MI 
March 26-28 


Conference 3 - Dallas, TX 
May 21-23 


Conference 4 - Brooklyn, NY 
September 3-5 


Conference 5 - Los Angeles, 


CA 
October 1-3 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Bishop G. E. Patterson 


Named Chief Operating 


Officer for National 


Headquarters 


By appointment from Presiding Bishop 
Chandler D. Owens, who expressed the will of 
the entire General Board, Bishop G. E. 
Patterson was recently named Chief Operating 
Officer for the Church Of God In Christ World 


Headquarters in Memphis. Bishop Owens 
lauded Bishop Patterson by stating that the 
responsibility was awesome, but that he knew 
Bishop Patterson’s “awesome _ talents and 
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God-given leadership abilities’ made him 
equal to the task and a natural choice. Bishop 
G. E. Patterson serves the COGIC - 
Tennessee Fifth Jurisdiction as prelate. 


Senior pastor and founder of Bountiful 
Blessings Ministries in Memphis, he is a pro- 
found gospel preacher and is seen weekly all 
over the world on Black Entertainment 
Television (BET). Bishop Patterson is in 
tremendous demand as a convention preach- 
er, conference speaker and lecturer. He was 
recently a speaker at Oral Roberts 
University’s Mabee Center in Tulsa, and shall 
be a guest at Bishop T. D. Jakes’ conference in 
Cincinnati this month. 


The purview of Bishop Patterson’s new 
responsibilities as Chief Operating Officer for 
COGIC World Headquarters include oversight 
of: headquarters property, financial opera- 
tions, subsidiary corporations, headquarters 
personnel, and existing and projected housing 
programs of the National Church. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Bishop P. A. 
Brooks 


Selected As 
New Secretary of General Board 


Bishop P. A. Brooks 


The recent elevation of former Secretary, Bishop J. Neaul Haynes, to First Assistant Presiding Bishop 
has led to the selection of Bishop Phillip A. Brooks of Detroit, Michigan to the position of General Board 
Secretary. This role is a very significant one in that the Office of Secretary is the channel of commu- 
nication to and from the General Board. 


Bishop Brooks has served as prelate of Michigan Northeast for twenty - one years. He has served the 
national church in myriad roles including as the following: 


¢ Chief Adjutant to General Board and the Presiding Bishop (1973) 

e Jurisdictional Bishop since 1975 

e Chairman of the National Committee on Leadership Training for the COGIC 
e Chairman, Board of Directors, C. H. Mason Scholarship Foundation 

e General Board Member since 1984 


The founding pastor of St. Paul Tabernacle COGIC in 1953, Bishop Brooks has been blessed to orga- 
nize and develop one of the most successful churches in America. Beyond shepherding a large and con- 
stantly growing membership, he has established the Grandmont-Rosedale Park Christian Day School; 
and, he has produced successful daily and weekly radio and television ministries called “March of Faith.” 
His television program is seen by more than one million Michiganders weekly. New St. Paul Tabernacle’s 
outreach programs include legal services, food for the hungry, counseling, job placement, day care and 
headstart. 


New St. Paul recently completed and opened a state-of-the art, 4.5 million dollar, senior citizens com- 
plex on the rear lot of their church property. More than 125 people are employed daily as a result of the 
diverse programs offered by New St. Paul. 


As a jurisdictional bishop, the newly appointed General Board Secretary has established a pastor's estate 
insurance program, a pension plan for retiring pastors, and a monthly stipend for widows of deceased 
pastors. His innovative business programs for his jurisdiction have provided over $1 million dollars in 
financial support to affiliate churches. 


Married to Mrs Doris Brooks for forty-four (44) years, Bishop Brooks is the father of two (2) adult chil- 
dren, Faithe and Phillip Ill. 


Among this great leader’s most noteworthy accomplishments is the authorship (in 1981) of the best-sell- 
ing book, Understanding Bible Doctrine As Taught by the Church of God in Christ. This book is now 
being translated for use in South America. 
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Bishop J. Howard Sherman 


Atlanta. Chicago. Oakland. °S 


Los Angeles. Dallas. Houston. 
Brooklyn. These were the host 
cities for the Regional 
Conferences that the Presiding 
Bishop’s Stewardship Team 
visited between the latter part of 
February and March 31. The pur- 
pose: To tell the COGIC story 
and communicate the national 
church’s program to as many 
COGIC leaders and laymen as 
possible. Their results: over- 
whelming success! 


The Presiding  Bishop’s 
Stewardship Committee 
included “point man,’ Bishop 
W. L. Porter, who spearheaded 
each session by describing 
the importance of supporting 
the ministry of the Church of 
God in Christ on every level. 
Bishop Porter’s business acu- 
men and record as a loyal 
churchman rendered his presen- 
tation very effective in every city 


where bishops, pastors, 
women’s department leaders 
and laypersons met_ the 


Presiding Bishop and his com- 
mittee. 
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fewardship Team 


Takes National Program 
From Coast to Coast 


‘Bishop Frank White 


Bishop LaDell Thomas narrated 
a slide film presentation that 
summarized some of the history, 
accomplishments and projec- 
tions of the COGIC. He high- 
lighted statistical data, prepared 
by team member and National 
Financial secretary, Bishop 
Frank White. That data com- 
pared the level of financial sup- 
port the national church current- 
ly receives versus what can pro- 
jectively be given with “more par- 
ticipation and cooperation.” 


The aforementioned committee 
members were assisted by 
Bishop J. Howard Sherman 
(Board of Bishops’ Chairman), 
Bishop W. W. Sanders, and 
Publishing Board President, 
Bishop Norman Quick. After 
these leaders completed the pre- 
liminary presentation, they were 
joined by Bishop Owens. 

Bishop Owens climaxed each 
session by summarizing their 
purpose and delivering dynamic 


Bishop W. L. Porter 


Bishop N. N. Quick 


gospel messages. 


The positive reception that this 
group received throughout the 
continental United States 
bespeaks the spirit of unity and 
love that God has instilled within 
the constituency of the “grand 
old church.” 

The net result will be record-set- 
ting reports at the 1996 Spring 
Assembly in Memphis and 
greater support for missionaries 
and churches in 56 foreign coun- 
tries. As well, more adequate 
support for all the programs and 
ministries of the national church, 
including our Bible Colleges and 
Seminary, can be provided 
because of greater participation 
and cooperation. 
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THE CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST: 


THE FIRST 100 YEARS *® AN HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 


Bishop C. H. Mason 
Founder of the COGIC 


It is well documented, after being 
expelled from the Baptist Church in 
the late 1890’s, the then Elder Charles 
Harrison Mason and his colleague, 
Elder C. P. Jones, organized what was 
known, for a short period of time, as 
the Church of God, a church that 
hinged its life on the doctrine of sanc- 
tification. In 1897, Elder Mason was 
inspired of God to take the name, 
Church of God in Christ, as the name 
of this holiness movement. 


Dating its beginning from the organi- 
zational events of that year (1897), 
the Church of God in Christ now 
approaches its centennial celebration 
in 1997. Plans and projections have 
already been formulated so that the 
largest African-American Pentecostal 
church in the world can formally 
commemorate its humble beginnings 
while reverently celebrating its 
storied history and phenomenal 
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growth and success. 


A turning point for the church and its 
founding fathers came in 1907 when 
Mason, Elder D. J. Young and Elder J. 
A. Jeter traveled to the Azusa Street 
Revival in Los Angeles. They heard 
the teachings of the father of the 20th 
Century Pentecostalism, Elder W. J. 
Seymour. Elder Mason became con- 
vinced that the outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost was an essential part of the sal- 
vation experience of the believer. As a 
result of the Holy Ghost baptism 
Mason experienced (with the initial 
evidence of speaking in tongues), he 
returned to Memphis to share his testi- 
mony with other members of his fel- 
lowship. 


Subsequently, because some of 
Mason’s colleagues could not accept 
his baptismal experience as doctrinal- 
ly sound, the General Assembly with- 
drew the right hand of fellowship from 
C. H. Mason (Pleas, Fifty Years of 
Achievement). Elder Mason then 
called a conference in Memphis, of all 
ministers who believe in receiving the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost according to 
the account in Acts 2:1-4. Those who 
responded to this call included: Elders 
E. R. Driver, J. Bowe, R. R. Booker, R. 
E. Hart, W. Welsh, A. A. Blackwell, E. 
M. Page, R. H. I. Clark, D. J. Young, 
James Brewer, Daniel Spearman and J. 
H. Boone. 


These men of God organized the first 
General Assembly of the Church of 
God in Christ. Overseer C. H. Mason 
was then chosen unanimously as the 
General Overseer and Chief Apostle 


of our denomination. He was given 
complete authority to establish doc- 
trine, organize auxiliaries and appoint 
overseers. Dr. Hart was appointed 
Overseer of Tennessee; Elder D. J. 
Young, the Overseer of Arkansas; and, 
Elder J. A. Lewis was appointed 
Overseer of Mississippi. As the church 
grew, Elder E. M. Page was appointed 
Overseer of Texas; Elder R. R. Booker, 
Overseer of Missouri; Elder E. R. 
Driver, Overseer of California; and, 
Elder W. B. Holt as the National Field 
Secretary. 


As the Chief Apostle, Bishop Mason 
immediately dedicated twenty days, 
November 25th through December 
14th, annually, as a meeting time for all 
of his followers to fellowship with 
each other and to transact all 


Bishop O.T. Jones, Sr. 

Second Senior Bishop 
ecclesiastical and secular affairs perti- 
nent to growth of the National 
Organization. This segment of the year 
was chosen because the majority of the 
communicants of the church lived in 
the farming districts of Mississippi, 
Tennessee and Arkansas. By this time 
of the year, they had sufficient provi- 


sions and financial resources from the 


harvesting of their crops to enable 
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them to attend and support a national 
meeting. 

The first National Meetings were held 
at 392 South Wellington Street, 
Memphis, Tennessee. The first 
National Tabernacle was built and 
completed 
at 958 
South Fifth 
Street in 
1925. {his 
Tabernacle, 
however, 
Woeoaéss 
destroyed 
by fire « 

eleven (11) Bishop J. O. Patterson 
years later First Presiding Bishop 


in 1936. In the interim, until 1945, our 
National Convocation was held within 
the Church pastored by Bishop Mason 
at 672 South Lauderdale. In 1945, 
Bishop Mason was able to visualize 
the culmination of his dream. He ded- 
icated the Mason Temple at Memphis, 
Tennessee, which was built for less 
than $400,000 during World War IL. 
This auditorium became the largest 
convention hall owned by any 
African-American religious group in 
America. 


Under Bishop Mason’s spiritual and 
apostolic guidance, the COGIC was 
hailed by Ebony Magazine in 1949 as 
the fastest growing church in America. 
In 1993, after a ten (10) year study by 
a group of church growth research 
_ experts, the Church of God in Christ 
was officially declared the fastest 
growing denomination in America. 


Bishop Mason’s successor was one of 
his many protégés, Bishop O. T. Jones, 
Sr., a product of the state of Arkansas, 
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who found his calling where Bishop 
Mason ultimately assigned him - in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


Bishop Mason’s tenure as Senior 
Bishop is dated from 1907 until his 
death in 1961. Bishop Jones served the 
COGIC as her Senior Bishop from 
1961 to 1968. Bishop Jones is 
renowned for his success as a pastor 
and for his ministry to the youth of the 
National Church. He organized the 
International Youth Congress of the 
COGIC, which was at one time the 
largest convention for African- 
American youth in North America. 


When the Church of God in Christ 
began selecting its leader through the 
election process, the church’s General 
Secretary, Bishop J. O. Patterson, Sr., 
emerged as the Presiding Bishop. 
From 1968 until his death in 1989, 
Bishop Patterson led the church into an 
era of unpar- 
alleled pros- 
perity. The 
establish- 
ment Of a 
theological 
seminary and 
a system of 
Bible ie, 
Colleges: — Bishop L. H. Ford 
the emer- Second Presiding Bishop 
gence of 

the Publications ministry of the church; 
the expansion of the church’s foreign 
missions program into over 48 coun- 
tries; the consolidation of the five 
departmental conventions into a United 
Auxiliary Convention (UNAC); and, 
the organizational skills that Bishop 
Patterson demonstrated and taught 
were catalysts to the growth and 


prominence that the COGIC experi- 
enced during his 21-year term. 

Bishop Patterson’s loyal assistant, 
Bishop L. H. Ford of Chicago, suc- 
ceeded him 
in 1990. 
Bishop 
Ford used 
his acumen 
as a busi- 
nessman, 
political 
force and 
community | 


leader tO Bishop C. D. Owens 


catapult the Current Presiding Bishop 
church into 


leadership roles in both the civic and 
religious worlds. As a confidante and 
trusted advisor to President Bill 
Clinton, Bishop Ford literally helped 
the church to move into the mainstream 
of the world community. The re-build- 
ing and re-opening of Saints Academy 
shall always be the benchmark accom- 
plishment of his administration. 


A lifelong member of the COGIC and a 
gospel preacher since childhood, our 
current leader, Bishop Chandler D. 
Owens, has served in nearly every con- 
celvable area Of service in _ the 
church...as a pastor, an evangelist, 
national department head and general 
board bishop. Bishop Owens brings 
experience, loyalty, a keen insight and 
understanding of ministry into the 
office of the Presiding Bishop. Since 
the unveiling of “Vision 2000” in 
Kansas City during the summer of 
1995, the church has been assured that 
the COGIC legacy shall continue into 
the 21st century and beyond... 
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‘i Mason, Bishop O. cials who feared 
qT. Jones, Sr, and Bishop Mason’s 
Bishop L. H. Ford, popularity among 
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z crimination and Therefore, in 
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2 Tong before tie - Bureau of 
* leadership of Dr. Investigation cre- 
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Dr. King, with Mother Elsie Shaw at the rally for Memphis 


Sanitation Workers, at Mason Temple. (1968) 


the county to have Black and White staff mem- 
bers. 


Bishop Charles Pleas, the first convert of Bishop 
C. H. Mason and first Overseer of Kansas in 
1926, was the first African-American in the state 
of Kansas to be appointed as Chaplain of a peni- 
tentiary. 


Dr. Isaac S. Stafford, Overseer of Michigan from 
1924-1930, was one of the first African- 
Americans licensed to practice medicine in the city 
of Detroit. 


William’s Temple COGIC, built 1933-34, was 
the first church in Cleveland, Ohio, to be built 
by African-Americans from the “ground-up” 
and has been distinguished as an historical land- 
mark. 


Bishop William Roberts became the first COGIC 
minister to air a radio broadcast in the state of 
Illinois. As well, he was one of a group of African- 
American leaders who journeyed to Washington 
D.C. in 1941 to lobby regarding the civil rights of 
the 13 million blacks living in America at that 
time. 
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| Bishop Samuel M. Crouch, Sr. 

_ was the first African-American 
minister in the United States to 
have a radio broadcast. 


» When it was completed in 1945, 
Mason Temple was the largest 
auditorium owned by African- 
Americans. It was the site of 
many rallies and meetings dur- 
ing the civil rights movement. 


COGIC’s own gospel music leg- 
end, Dr. Mattie Moss Clark, 
was the first gospel artist to 
record with a gospel choir. She 
was also the first to separate 
and feature vocal parts for a 
choir during musical selections. 


Bishop Wyoming Wells was one 
of the five original founders of the Greensboro 
National Bank in North Carolina, the first Black 
full-service bank in that city. He served as the 
bank’s Chairman of the Board until his death in 
1974. 


Bishop L. H. Ford eulogized the 14 year-old 
African-American youth, Emmett Till, who was 
beaten and then thrown into a river for allegedly 
“flirting” with a white woman in Money, 


Mississippi. Till and his family were members of 
the Church of God in Christ in Chicago, Illinois. 


God in Christ (now 
orial) Brooklyn, New York, 
rman Quick, was the site of 
Many church leaders in the 
f repercussions so that it was 
ace to hold the memorial ser- 
sassinated on April 21, 


Faith Temple C 
known as Child 
pastored by B 
Malcolm X’s 
city were afre 
difficult to find 
vice. Malcolm | 
1965. , 


Martin Luther King. Jr., delivered his last speech 
at a rally at Mason Temple on April 3, 1968. He 
was assassinated on April 4th as he stood on the 
balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 
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BISHOP WILLIAM JOSEPH SEYMOUR: 


FATHER OF THE MODERN DAY PENTECOSTAL MOVEMENT 
By Kimberly Wesley(Compiled from information submitted by Herbert and Sherri Dupree, Jack T. Hunt and Emma Clark) 


~~Bishop William Joseph 
Seymour: Father of the Modern 
Day~~ Pentecostal Movement 

By Kimberly Wesley 

(Compiled from 
information submit- 
ted by Herbert and 
Stier Dupree, jack I. 
Hunt and Emma 


Clark.) 


April 1996 marked 
the 90th anniversary 
of what the world 
now knows as the 
Azusa Street Revival. 
The Azusa Strect 
Revival will long be 
remembered as the 
defining event giving | 
shape to the 
Pentecostal 
Movement in the 
United States and 
worldwide. Only a 
decade away from its 
centennial 
tion, the Azusa Street 

Revival should also be remem- 
bered as one moment in our his- 
tory when persons of all races and 
backgrounds united in the wor- 
ship of God under the leadership 
of an African-American man: W. 
J. Seymour. 

William Joseph Seymour was 
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born on May 2 1870 in 
Centerville, Louisiana. He joined 
the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Indianapolis, Indiana 


celebra- Bishop William Seymour 


in 1895. Later, in 
1900, he became a member of the 


Evens Light  Samits at 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Research reveals that Elder 
Seymour’s travels took him south. 
En route to Houston, Texas, he 
remained in Mississippi between 


1903 and 1904. In December of 
1905, Elder Seymour attended 
Charles F. Parham’s Bible School, 
where he was introduced to the 
belief that tongue- 
speaking was the initial 
ms evidence of the 
» Baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. Later, in 1906, 
he was encouraged by 
| Miss Neely Terry to 
| travel to Los Angeles, 
California. Seymour 
arrived in Los Angeles 
on February 22nd. He 
stayed with fellow 
evangelist, Edward S. 
Lee, and began hold- 
| ing meetings in his 
# (Lee’s) home. Shortly 
| thereafter, Elder 
Seymour received an 
invitation to bring a 
Sunday morning mes- 
sage at a Holiness 
Church which was pas- 
tored by Julia W. 
Hutchinson. Elder Seymour’s text 
was Acts 2:4 and focused on the 
speaking of other tongues as the 
Holy Spirit gave utterance as evi- 
dence of the Pentecostal experi- 
ence. Elder Seymour may not 
have known that his message was 
greeted with aversion, but upon his 
return to the church for evening 
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service, he found the church doors 
were locked. Still, he had found 
willing believers in the persons of 
Richard and Ruth Asberry, who 
invited him into their home on 
Bonnie Brae Avenue. There, Elder 
Seymour conducted prayer meetings 
and worship services. 


Lee later met with Seymour to dis- 
cuss a dream Lee had in which he 
saw people speaking in tongues. 
Both men went immediately into 
prayer and moments later Lee spoke 
in other tongues as the Holy Spirit 
gave utterance. Elder Seymour car- 
ried this news back to those gath- 
ered at 214 Bonnie Brae Avenue. 


It was in April, 1906, while con- 
ducting a prayer meeting in the 
Asberry home, that pianist, Jennie 
Evans Moore, began speaking in 
other tongues. Upon hearing Elder 
Seymour’s report, several others 
also prayed and began to speak in 
tongues. The Holy Ghost Revival 
had begun. By April 14th, atten- 
dance had sufficiently grown so that 
Seymour and his followers were 
able to hold their first services at 
312 Azusa Street. 


Four days later, the city of San 
Francisco was struck by a devastat- 
ing earthquake, just as was prophe- 
sied at the revival. Journalists took 
notice; and, many periodicals car- 
ried the news of the revival. The Los 
Angeles Times sent a reporter to one 
of the evening meetings and was the 
first to print -anevarticles onetne 
revival, with its headlines reading “A 
Weird Babble of Tongues Amid Wild 
Scenes in the Mission.” Though 
the articles written helped spread 
news of the revival, the general jour- 
nalistic overtone was negative. 

Much of the negativism came about 
because, as one newspaper reported, 
blacks and whites were worshipping 
and praising God together. They 
were speaking in this unknown lan- 
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guage together. The small building 
could only accommodate 250-300 
persons, and they were crowded 
together. Hundreds of others stood 
outside. Persons of all races and 
walks of life united to worship God 
under the leadership of a Black man 
- Elder W. J. Seymour. All sensed a 
form of equality and unity. Prayer 
services were described as being 
long and charismatic. 


By May 1, 1906, attendance was 
more than 1,000 daily. Persons of 
all races from throughout the world 
came seeking healing, prayer and 
the Baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
From 1906 through 1909, the Azusa 
Street Mission ran 24-hour services. 
The actual revival lasted through 
1913. 


Elder Seymour incorporated the 
ministry as the “Pacific Apostolic 
Faith Mission” in Los Angeles in 
December 1906. He and his staff 
began publishing The Apostolic 
Faith Newspapers. By March of the 
following year, subscriptions had 
reached over 50,000 in the United 
States and abroad. It was also during 
this time that Elders C. H. Mason, 
D. J. Young and J. A. Jetger attend- 
ed the revival for the first time. 


On May 13th, 1908, Elder Seymour 
and Jennie Evans Moore were unit- 
ed in holy matrimony. Later that 
month, one of Elder Seymour’s fol- 
lowers, Florence Crawford, left the 
Azusa Mission, taking the newspa- 
per’s mailing list to Portland, 
Oregon. There she began her own 
church and published the newspa- 
pers herself. With this information 
gone, Elder Seymour lost contact 
with many of his followers. 

In 1915, Elder Seymour was recog- 
nized as the “Bishop” of the Pacific 
Apostolic Faith Mission - Los 
Angeles. He, as well as Bishop C. H. 
Mason, Lizzie Roberson, Annie L. 
Bailey and others evangelized the 


Northeast coast of the United States 
in 1916 and 1917. 


By this time, Elders Mason and C. P. 
Jones had separated regarding the 
practice of tongue speaking. From 
1907 through 1909, lawsuits were 
filed regarding the control of church 
properties. (The Church of God in 
Christ had been chartered in 
Memphis, Tennessee in 1897.) It 
was also during this two-year period 
that the Church of God in Christ 
was legally established as a congre- 
gational denomination with an 
Episcopal polity. Following the end 
of the lawsuits, the COGIC experi- 
enced rapid growth. Elder Jones and 
his followers went on to found the 
Church of Christ Holiness, USA in 
1910. 


The influence of Seymour’s ministry 
diminished substantially in the years 
following 1913. The hostile racial 
climate and increasing racial ten- 
sions caused many of the White 
Pentecostals who had followed him 
to join or form racially exclusive 
denominations and splinter groups. 


At the age of 52, Bishop William 
Joseph Seymour died suddenly 
while dictating a letter in Los 
Angeles on September 28th, 1922. 
Many of his followers believed that 
Elder Seymour had died of a bro- 
ken heart, disappointed by the loss 
of so many members and the 
mounting racial tensions. His wife, 
Mrs. Jerninie M. Seymour assumed 
the leadership and pastorate of the 
Pacific Apostolic Faith Church. She 
died in 1936. 
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THE ETERNAL SYMBOL OF CIVIL/INJUSTICE 


The legacy of the death of 
Emmett Louis Till is this: that 
forty years (40) after his brutal 
execution, this COGIC youth 
stands as a martyr in the strug- 
gle for civil rights. His death 
pricked the collective con- 
science of America and 
coerced people in high places 
into facing the magnitude of 
racial prejudice in this country. 


“Many young Americans literal- 
ly cannot imagine a time when 
African-Americans were denied 
the vote and were forced to sit in 
the back of buses. Many cannot 
imagine the fear lynchings gen- 
erated....Perhaps this thorough 
and moving depiction of 
America’s ugly past may sensi- 
tize enough of us to actively 
work toward avoiding a poten- 
tially ugly American future.” 
(Robert Weems, Jr. comment- 
ing on the importance of the 
book Emmett Till: The 
Sacrificial Lamb of the Civil 
Rights Movement.) 


A root of bitterness over the 


horrific death of her son and the 
failure of the justice system to 
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The Sacrificial Lamb of 
the Civil Rights Movement 


convict the men involved could 
have overtaken Mrs. Mamie Till- 
Mobley. Instead, she re-directed 
her energies toward teaching 
and inspiring others in the fight 
for civil rights. She entered 
Chicago Teachers College in 
September 1956 and graduated 
with honors 3 1/2 years later, 
ranking fifth in her class. She 
taught in the Chicago Public 
School system for 23 years. 
Feeling the need to further her 
education, Till-Mobley earned a 
Master's degree in 
Administration and Supervision 
at Loyola University. While 
teaching at Carter Elementary, 
she trained her first group of 14 
children, thus founding the 
Emmet Till Players in 1973. 
Mrs. Till- Mobley is a member of 
the Evangelistic Crusaders 
COGIC, Chicago, IL. 


Of the more than 300 children 
who have participated in the 
group, none has had any diffi- 
culties with the law and all are 
productive within the church. All 


of them have either completed 
and furthered their education or 
hold those aspirations. Children 
as young as four (4) years of 
age are taught to recite 
excerpts from Dr. King’s ser- 
mons and speeches. Says Mrs. 
Till-Mobley, the children rapidly 
absorb “the need to become 
serious scholars, devoted 
Christians, loyal Americans and 
the need to use leisure time ina 
productive manner.’ Together 
with husband Gene, the 
Mobleys travel throughout the 
country, often accompanied by 
the Players. As a lecturer, she 
recalls the civil rights struggle 
and urges her listeners to “be 
the best they can be.” She has 
well honored the memory of her 
son and is a living testament to 
the Christian’s ultimate triumph 
over tragedy. She credits God 
with helping her to pick up the 
pieces of her life so she could 
begin anew and render a ser- 
vice unto Him. 


Accounts of the 1955 lynching 
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More than 10,000 stood outside a 
capacity-filled Roberts Temple 
Church of God in Christ 


at Money, Mississippi, are as 
chilling today as they were four 
decades ago. Roy Bryant and 
his half-brother, John Milam, 
along with up to three others, 
drove a pick-up truck to the cot- 
ton-field shack of Mose Wright 
at 2:30 a.m. on Sunday morn- 
ing, August 28th. They barged 
into the dwelling with flashlights 
and guns and singled out 
Emmett Till as the Black youth 
who allegedly “flirted” with 
Bryant’s wife some four days 
before. Wright, Till’s great-uncle, 
reluctantly got Emmett out of 
bed - and the men forcibly took 
him away. 


At 6:00 a.m., another Black 
youth, on his way to his grand- 
mother’s home, came upon the 
location where the men held 
Emmett captive. Curious, he 
investigated and witnessed the 
savage beating and pistol-whip- 
ping. Till had also been flogged. 
One of the men, the witness 
reported, then shot Emmett Till 
in the head. The two men then 
stripped Till of his clothing, fas- 
tened a 70 pound gin fan to his 
neck with barbed-wire and 
dumped his body in_ the 
Tallahatchie River. Three days 
later, the mutilated body sur- 
faced and was snagged by a 
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tree-stump jutting out of the 
murky waters. Grotesque and 
disfigured, his formerly jubilant 
face was now unrecognizable. 
Wright was only able to identi- 
fy the body because of a signet 
ring worn by the youth that 
remained on one finger. The 
ring bore the initial L. T. and 
had belonged to the teen’s 
father, who had passed away 
ten years before. 


During the five day trial that fol- 
lowed, witnesses to the kid- 
napping and murder came for- 
ward, even at the risk of meet- 
ing a similar fate. Bryant and 
Milam admitted kidnapping 
and beating the youth. In spite 
of eyewitness testimony to the 
contrary, they denied executing 
him. Still, in a segregated 
courtroom that had the atmos- 
phere of a “Sunday School” 
picnic, it took an all-White jury 
little more than an hour to 
exonerate the pair of all 
charges, including their admit- 
ted offenses. To date, no one 
has been convicted for the 
youth’s kidnapping or murder. 

More than 10,000 stood out- 
side a capacity-filled Roberts 
Temple Church of God in 
Christ in Chicago, Illinois, on 
September 3, 1955 listening to 
the loud speaker which broad- 


in Chicago 


cast the funeral services for Till. 
African-Americans and Whites 
heard the moving eulogy ren- 
dered by Bishop Louis H. Ford 
(the late Presiding Bishop of 
the COGIC). Outrage and 
shock over this atrocity tran- 
scended segregation and unit- 
ed two “Americas.” They stood. 
They listened. They purposed 
in their hearts that this young 
man’s living and dying would 
not be in vain. 


Other lynchings had preceded 
Till’s. So many in fact that one 
southern college town had 
stopped recording the number. 
Officials felt that the statistics 
would be embarrassing and 
somehow “subversive.” At least 
two lynchings in Mississippi 
preceded Till’s that year, one 
occurring just 15 days prior. 
Both African-American victims 
were gunned down for encour- 
aging other African-Americans 
to vote. One was a 60 year-old 
farmer, the other, a preacher. 

Fred Shuttlesworth, who in 
1963 led the fight for integra- 
tion in Birmingham, Alabama, 
was moved to comment, “The 
fact that Emmett Till, a young 
black man, could be found 
floating down the river in 
Mississippi just set in concrete 
the determination of the peo- 
ple to move forward....Only 


20 SPRING 1996 


} 


God can know how many 
Negroes have come up miss- 
ing, dead and killed under this 
system with which we live.” 
Myrlie Evers, widow of civil 
rights leader Medgar Evers, 
who was also slain in the state, 
similarly echoed, “The Emmett 
Till case shook the foundations 
of Mississippi...because it said 
even a child was not safe from 
racism and bigotry and death.” 
Reflecting on why her son’s 
death sparked the fight for civil 
rights instead of being relegated 
to obscurity, Mrs. Till-Mobley 
says, “...at the time Emmett 
died, we didn’t think about our- 
selves as real human beings. 
And Emmett’s death stirred up 
enough feeling in people that 
they looked injustice in the face 
for the first time.” 


Dr. Clenora Hudson-Weems, an 
Associate Professor of English 
at the University of Missouri - 
Columbia, used her 1988 dis- 
sertation as the seed for her 
book Emmett Till: The 
Sacrificial Lamb of the Civil 
Rights Movement. In October 
of 1994, Hudson-Weems hosted 
a forum attended by some of 
the nation’s leading historians, 
scholars and legal experts. The 
purpose was to completely 
examine Till’s death as being 
the impetus for the civil rights 
movement. No historian can 
ever fully measure its impact 
upon the American conscience. 
Says the former Memphis, 
Tennessee native, “The Till inci- 
dent graphically portrays the 
ultimate ugliness of racism - its 
violence and victimization. It has 
been lastingly imprinted on the 
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collective American conscious- 
ness, but underplayed as a 
stimulus for the civil rights 
movement.” 


Mrs. Till-Mobley allowed an 
open casket funeral. Her son’s 
body lay in state for three days 
and was viewed in the mangled 
state in which it was recovered. 
Jet magazine was permitted to 
publish the ghastly photos of 
the corpse so that America and 
the world could see what had 
happened to a 14-year old 
African-American youth: a 
youth who had aspirations of 
building a church for his mother 
and grandmother; a youth who 
cared for elderly neighbors who 
wanted to spend a part of his 
summer vacation visiting his 
elderly relative; a youth who in 
life dreamed of joining the 
American justice system as a 
“motorcycle police-officer’ only 
to have that system mete injus- 
tice in the wake of his death. It 
was not ironic that “BoBo” was 
known by his friends, neighbors 
and the members of Argo 
Temple COGIC as a natural 
leader and a “mediator” in set- 
tling disputes among his peers. 
They accepted his judgments. 
Many neighborhood parents 
“depended upon his ability to 
steer the other young people in 
the right direction.” 


John Milam died of cancer in 
1983. A magazine writer report- 
ed that Milam, after receiving 
payment to tell his sinister tale, 
admitted to also killing and 
dumping Emmett Till’s body in 
the river. When the reporter 
asked why he did it, Milam is said 


to have simply responded: “Well 
what else could | do? He 
thought he was as good as any 


Mamie Tilll-Mobley 
white man.” Before his death, an 
embittered Roy Bryant 
bemoaned that Till had “ruined” 
his life. 


For further information on the 
Emmett Till Players and/or the 
Emmett Till Foundation, you may 
write the non-profit organization. 
Address correspondence to: 


The Emmett Till Foundation 
Mamie Till-Mobley, 
Founder/President 

P.O. Box 198878 
Chicago, IL 60619 


or telephone: (312) 487-4082 
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"Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and | will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
you and learn from me, for | am 
gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls." 
(Matthew 11:28, 29 New 
International Version) 


The statistics say that the fields of 
America are ready for harvest. 


50% of all marriages end in 
divorce. 


60 million Americans (that’s 1 of 
every 4 persons) experience sex- 
ual abuse by the time they reach 
age 18. 


95% of the general population 
will experience some form of 
depression during their lifetimes. 
(18% will suffer a major depres- 
sive episode.) 


Between 10 and 20 million peo- 
ple are addicted to drugs. It is 
estimated that each addict direct- 
ly affects at least 10 other people. 


1 in 10 Americans is a problem 
drinker. 
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Every 15-18 seconds, a woman 
is the victim of abuse. 


40 to 80 million Americans suffer 
from compulsive overeating. 


There are 12 million compulsive 
gamblers in the United States. 


At least 20 million Americans are 
workaholics. 


Abortion has been experienced 


by 1 in 5 women. Half suffer guilt 
and grief in a traumatic emotion- 
al reaction similar to the post 
traumatic stress disorder seen in 
many war veterans. 


Practicing homosexuals com- 
prise 1 to 5% of the population. 
(Gay organizations claim 10%). 
Chemical dependency and 
depression among homosexuals 
are commonplace as many 
struggle with guilt and shame. 


(Adapted from The Complete 
Handbook _ . of Recovery 
Ministry by Bill Morris.) 


Add to the above thousands who 
are unemployed, under- 
employed, at or near the poverty 
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line, illiterate, imprisoned, seri- 
ously or terminally ill and other- 
wise lost, frightened or destitute 
of hope. It is estimated that 15 
million Americans now attend 
one of some 500,000 different 
support groups which meet 
weekly across the nation. In the 
next three years, these numbers 
will probably double. 


The churches that are growing 
are the churches that have 
learned to be sensitive to the 
needs of the millions who are 
hurting and have created evan- 
gelistic ministries to help them. 
They have responded to our 
Lord’s command that we who are 
strong are to bear the infirmities 
of those who are weak. They 
have obeyed His directive to 
comfort His people. Consider that 
most of these 500,000 support 
groups neither meet in churches 
nor are they sponsored’ by 
churches. There are several rea- 
sons why every Christian con- 
gregation should implement 
recovery ministries on some level 
- whether through large or small 
support groups or through one- 
on-one personal ministry. 
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Just as our Lord stood at the 
walls of Jerusalem and wept, 
many congregations genuinely 
weep for the masses who are 
hurting. Some congregations fail 
to realize that among those hurt- 
ing masses are members of their 
congregations. Sometimes rela- 
tives and friends of church mem- 
bers are the victims. If we are 
going to truly follow Christ’s exam- 
ple, we must realize that Christ 
did more than weep. He minis- 
tered. His mission, His purpose 
was recovery ministry. Recovery 
ministry was why He came. 
Recovery ministry is why He sits 
at the right hand of God our 
Father, as our intercessor, as that 
“High Priest’ who is touched by 
the feeling of our infirmities. And, 
recovery ministry is the mandate 
He has given for all of us. It began 
with Christ; therefore its practice 
belongs in the Christian faith. 
(See Luke 4:18, 19) 


A second reason why recovery 
ministry belongs in the Church is 
because it is pure and simple 
evangelism. Whether pastor, 
musician, choir member, mission- 
ary, minister, usher or layman, we 
are all called to work as evange- 
lists in some way. We typically 
think of evangelism as involving 
extensive travel, running revivals 
for days or weeks at a time. We 
think of evangelism as minister- 
ing in the gifts, or the laying on of 
hands. We think of evangelism in 
a missions sort of framework, 
establishing and _ supporting 
churches and ministries. 
Evangelism is all of that and 
more. 


Evangelists are called in the more 
specialized works of evangelism 


23 SpRING 1996 


that only they, through their calling 
and that God-specific anointing, 
can fulfill. But, simple evangelism 
- bearing one another’s burdens, 
comforting those who hurt, shar- 
ing our hope in Christ, testifying of 
our deliverance, compelling men, 
women and children to come to 
Him - is a calling for all. We are all 
equipped for simple evangelism 
and to participate in recovery 
ministry. 


What do those statistics at the 
beginning of this article mean for 
the Church and recovery min- 
istry? At least 75% of those per- 
sons, who go to or are sent to 
psychologists, are people whose 
difficulties are primarily related to 
the stresses of daily living, not 
syndromes or menial illnesses 
requiring psychological or psychi- 
atric treatment. A past president of 
the American Psychological 
Association stated, “...most of the 
emotional problems of living do 
not belong in the category of dis- 
ease.” Martin and Deidre 
Bobgan, authors of How to 
Counsel from Scripture, state 
“...most people seeking help need 
the kind of counsel in which the 
Bible excels: how to live, how to 
relate to others, how to find mean- 
ing in life, how to know God, and 
how to become the kind of per- 
son God wants.” 


With this awareness, the key 
components for recovery min- 
istry are first of all: compas- 
sionate believers who will 
spend time with those who 
have suffered or are suffering 
from various “addictions” and 
emotional problems. (The time 
spent can be either in struc- 
tured weekly support group 


sessions or through informal 
social settings. Secondly, 
recovery ministry is effected 
through prayer: intercessory 
prayer and daily prayer part- 
nerships are particularly effec- 
tive. 


The third key component for 
recovery ministry is scriptural- 
ly-based counseling. The ideal 
counselors - for some people 
in need of emotional support or 
who are in the midst of addic- 
tion recovery - are the pastor 
and his wife. However, many 
pastors are now complement- 
ing their own counseling by 
referring their parishioners to 
reputable Christian counseling 
agencies or through inner 
church support groups coordi- 
nated by members who are pro- 
fessionally trained and 
licensed psychologists or 
counselors. 


A candidate for a Ph.D. in Clinical 
Psychology from Vanderbilt 
University with a penchant for cre- 
ative writing, Missionary Kimberly 
Wesley has been a special fea- 
ture writer for The Whole Truth for 
the last two years. Kimberly is 
also the writer/editor for the Home 
& Foreign Missions literature for 
the Church of God in Christ 


Upcoming Issue - The Basics of 
Starting a Recovery Ministry 
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By Elder and Missionary Harvey Lewis 


When God was ready to populate 
His world with people, He com- 
manded man to “‘be fruitful and mul- 
tiply, and replenish the earth” 
(Genesis 1:28). This same principle 
is suggested by Jesus in Matthew 
19:5 and Mark 10:7 and supported 
by St. Paul in Ephesians 5:31. It has 
been said that this is the only com- 
mand that man_has consistently 
obeyed! Does this command to 
“multiply” mean that every family 
should be responsible for helping 
God fill the earth by increasing the 
national population by four ? Well! 
What do you think? 


God has given us rules in His man- 
ual (the Bible) to govern the replen- 
ishing process. We know from the 
scriptures that intimacy is always 
confined to the marital relationship - 
between husband and wife. I 
Corinthians 7:2 says, “To avoid for- 
nication, let every man have his own 
wife, and let every woman have her 
own husband.” Adam Clarke said 
“Let every man have one woman, 
his own: and every woman one 
man, her own.” In today’s society, 
sexual promiscuity and disregard for 
this primary rule has contributed to 
heartache in many families, the dra- 
matically high rate of divorce, and 
the increased number of births out of 
wedlock. As a result, millions of 
children are raised without adequate 


THE WHOLE TRUTH 


behind the escalating trends of vio- 
lence, child abuse, and drug infested 
communities. A 1994 survey for 
Washington, D.C. reports 1,091 
divorces; 1,512 neglected children; 
and 274 abused children. This 
record of human suffering is a direct 
consequence of men failing to obey 
a key biblical principle. 


What did God have in mind when 
He brought man and woman togeth- 
er, and charged them with the 
responsibility of peopling the earth? 
Was He implying that intimacy was 
only for procreation? No, no, no! 
Many conflicts arise when God’s 
reasons for sexual interaction are not 
fully understood by mankind. 
Unfortunately, there are those who 
approach this whole subject in a 
very mechanical fashion, with the 
view that it is a duty or a task to be 
performed, rather than a privilege 
and a pleasure to be enjoyed. This 
attitude towards God’s gift could 
cause either spouse to feel like an 
inanimate object simply being 
“used” as a part of a giant baby-pro- 
ducing scheme. 


There are those who have been the 
victims of the erroneous teaching 
that sexual intimacy is “dirty,” to be 
tolerated at least or at best to be 
avoided. Such instruction misrepre- 
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parental love and care. This is Elder & Missionary Harvey Lewis 


sents and denigrates God’s purpose 
and blessing. 


Others go to the opposite extreme. 
They view sex as a game which is to 
be played with a particular partner 
until the novelty wears off; then, it is 
time to replace that partner with 
another playmate. To such people, 
God’s gift is an exercise in self-grat- 
ification. Still others use sex asa 
means of punishment by withhold- 
ing it from a partner or as a reward. 


God has given us three (3) biblical 
reasons for the supernatural, mar- 
velous phenomenon of human 
intimacy. First: 


PARENTHOOD 


“And God blessed them, and God 
said unto them, be fruitful, and mul- 
tiply, and fill the earth , and subdue 
it” (Genesis 1:28). “When the Lord 
looked upon the completed result of 
His creative acts, He expressed 
peculiar delight and extreme satis- 
faction” (Wycliffe Bible 
Commentary). Man was the crown- 
ing achievement of God’s creation. 
God created for the man a helper - 
not a buddy; but a person who 
would share with man the responsi- 
bility of procreation. Long before 
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Dr. Spock was born, God taught 
Adam and Eve, by His interaction 
with them, how to get the best 
results in parenthood. God’s method 
of procreation and training children 
is never obsolete. 


PARTNERSHIP 


Then the Lord God said, “It is not 
good that man should be alone; will 
make him a helper fit for 
him’ (Genesis 2:18). After the cre- 
ation of man, God said it was very 
good (Genesis 1:31). God was very 
pleased with all of His creation, yet, 
it was not complete. The man was 
lonely. He had not a mate to love or 
to complement him. Man had access 
to the different kinds of fish in the 
sea; he could admire the fowl of the 
air. Walking among the cattle of the 
field and everything that crept upon 
the face of the earth was a daily 
privilege. Yet, he was lonely. None 
of these animals could meet Adam’s 
physical, emotional, psychological 
and spiritual needs. So God created 
Adam’s other self - Eve. This lone- 
liness of man could only be abated 
by an extension of himself. Did God 
ever intend for any other creature to 
satisfy this longing of man? 


Problems arise, however, when one 
or both spouses fail to view the mar- 
riage as a partnership. In this part- 
nership, the husband and wife must 
continue their courtship, allowing 
love to cover the multitude of faults 
(I Peter 4:8). The partners must 
always remember that the one who 
joined them together was God. He 
made them one flesh. The partners 
must guard the purity of their 
thoughts. They cannot allow emo- 
tions or passion to trap them. They 
should express true feelings in effec- 
tive communication with the spouse, 
not by getting quiet or blowing up. 
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While it may not always be advis- 
able to discuss marital problems 
when one (or both) spouses is angry, 
it is important that these matters be 
discussed in the proper tone, at the 
proper time, and when both partners 


can display the proper temperament. 
Most importantly, the partners 
should always be God-centered in 
the relationship (Proverbs 3:6). 
Neither husband nor wife takes cen- 
ter place. 


PLEASURE 
Proverbs 5:15-19 says, 


“Drink water from your own cistern, 
flowing water from your own well. 
Should your springs be scattered 
abroad, streams of water in the 
streets? Let them be for yourself 
alone, and not for strangers with 
you. Let your fountain be blessed, 
and rejoice in the wife of your 
youth, a lovely hind, a graceful doe. 
Let her affection fill you at all times 
with delight, be infatuated always 
with her love.” 


Song of Solomon 7:1 says, “How 
beautiful are thy feet with shoes, O 


prince’s daughter! Communicating 
love and affirming admiration in 
words can enrich any matriage. 
Thus, a continuation of the romance 
that began with courtship is a way in 
which the partners continually 
express their love for each other. 
Pleasurable interaction begins each 
day by developing and strengthen- 
ing a meaningful friendship that 
includes listening, sharing and 
showing concern for the likes and 
dislikes of each other. As the day 
continues, so should the love: a 
simple phone call from work to 
compliment the spouse about what 
he/she said, or wore, or did (such as 
preparing a great meal). A surprise 
gift, whether a handkerchief, flowers 
or gourmet chocolate, will commu- 
nicate an unselfish message of love 
to your spouse. Such romantic ges- 
tures are not the same thing as love, 
but they are an important way in 
which love is expressed. 


Expressing love in all aspects of 
your relationship will bring about a 
oneness of soul, mind, body and 
spirit of the husband and wife, 
which will reflect the character of 
God in the marriage. In such an 
environment, children will be nur- 
tured in a truly loving way by both 
parents; and, we will have fewer 
divorces, better citizens, better 
churches and a better world. 


Pastor Harvey Lewis and Mother 
Lewis serve the Star of Bethlehem 
COGIC in Washington, D.C. They 
are certified marriage counselors 
both by educational preparation and 
anointing. They minister on televi- 
sion, radio and through workshops 
and conferences that take them 
across the United States. 
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By Aaron Howard, Jr. (COGIC Youth - UCLA Student) 


OY Fathers ove thelr heats, soul 
and deserve our appreciation! 


Mothers get all the credit. When a Jordan and Penny Hardaway as_ wondered how his fingers moved 


football player scores a touch- 
down, he never says, “Hi Dad!” 
Fathers play the 
background role. 


They’re the stage- 


They’re the ones who 

have to pull the curtains closed, 
while the mother receives a stand- 
ing ovation. Fathers are the ones 
who work in the pit stop, change 
the tires, refuel the car, while the 
mother gets all the glory after 
passing the checkered flag. 


With Mother's Day comes much 
fanfare and attention. Hallmark 
dedicates whole stores to this 
occasion. With Fathers Day 
comes “25 percent off all ties” at 
Macy’s. 


In the African-American communi- 
ty, fathers are less and less evi- 
dent. AS men succumb to the 
Aaron Hall “nastyman” syndrome, 
trying to be players like R. Kelley 
and knuckleheaded, L. A.-based 
rappers, fatherhood is becoming 
extinct. 


When overall, young brothers and 
sisters grow up looking to Michael 
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their premier male role models, we 
have a problem. 


And that’s why I’m so thankful. | 
am thankful for the father that God 
has given me. Throughout my brief 
20 years, my dad has always been 
there for me whenever | needed 


oe 


him - to comfort, to guide, correct 
and lead. 

It was my dad who bought my first 
musical instruments. | remember 
my tambourine, my drums and my 
little brown guitar. | remember sit- 
ting next to my dad as he played 
our antique upright in the living 
room while | banged black and 
white keys indiscriminately. | often 


so fast over the keys! How did he 
know which ones to press? 


It is because of my father that I know how pag used to 
to treat women, for | : 
hands, the prop boys. Mother |with the utmost respect 


s treats my play the organ in 
: : church while | 
ind dignity played the 
drums. When 


church got really good, we’d break 
out into that “shoutin” music where 
| played as fast as | could. | always 
wondered if | would ever learn how 
to play the organ. Well, | don’t 
wonder anymore. But even now, 
as | sit atop the organ bench in 
church, my dad is right there 
behind me, always giving me 
instruction, always helping me 
improve and become better. 


Like most kids, as | was growing 
up, | sometimes had a fear of the 
dark. | would call my dad into the 
room, and he’d sit with me until | 
fell asleep. Sometimes he would 
fall asleep on the floor. | used to 
wish he’d fall asleep on the floor 
because then the monsters would- 
n’t get me. 


And then there were the times he 
took me and my sister to the 
museum. Because my dad has his 
master’s degree in fine arts, and 
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his bachelor’s degree in philoso- 
phy, he’s big on art and culture 
and things like that. Saturday 
became an adventure for my sis- 
ter and me as we visited the La 
Brea Tar Pits, the Museum of 
Science and _ Industry, the 
California Museum of African- 
American Art, the Museum of 
Natural History, the L. A. County 
Museum of Art, the Children’s 
Museum... and the list goes on 
and on. 


But it was on these Saturdays 
that many of my impressions 
about life were formed. From 
these simple museum trips, | dis- 
covered the many dimensions of 
life and the inter-relatedness of 
color, space, texture and struc- 
ture that combine to make up the 
world in which we live. 


Because of my father, | can see 
the beauty in all of God’s magnif- 
icent creation. | can see the hole 
in the doughnut as important as 
the doughnut itself. | can see the 
sculptures in the newly built Rolfe 
Hall courtyard (on UCLA cam- 
pus) and marvel at the grace and 
elegance embodied in_ the 
human form. 


It is because of my father that | 
know how to treat women, for he 
always treats my mother with the 
utmost respect and dignity. | 
learned about opening doors for 
women, standing whenever a 
woman excuses herself from the 
table, pushing a young lady’s 
chair in when she sits down and 
opening the passenger side door 
of the car for her to get in. All my 
notions of romance came from 
my dad. My mom often talks 
about the time before they were 
married when my dad wrote her a 
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poem and cried as he recited it. 

| think my heart rejoiced as much 
as my mom’s did when my dad 
would come home with flowers 
on their anniversary, Valentine’s 
day, Mothers day and some- 
times, on no special occasion. 
Big on giving gifts, he would 
bring my mom and my sister 
things from work. When I'd ask 
“Where’s mine?!” he'd say, 
“They're women. We men give 
the gifts, and they receive them.” 
| never did quite understand that 
explanation. Many things are hid- 
den from the mind of an 8-year 
old. But now | see. 


| don’t think my dad knows how 
much | appreciate his sacrifices 
for me, even now. Back in the 
day, during my freshman year, 
when | played basketball with 
Hamid, Dean, Jose and Damien, 
| would stay out until 12 a.m. 
They’d ask, “How are you getting 
home?” | would reply. “I'll just call 
my dad.” 


In retrospect, | realize how con- 
cerned about me he was. He 
would get out of the bed, travel 20 
minutes from Crenshaw and 
52nd and take me all the way 
home, never complaining or rep- 
rimanding me for abusing his 
great love for me. 


And as | look into the corridors of 
my future, | wonder what kind of 
father | will be. Will | be the kind of 
father who, when my kids do 
wrong, purposely spanks them 
lighter than | should because | 
don’t want to hurt them? That’s 
how my dad spanked me and my 
sister. 


Will | be the kind of father who 
constantly pushes my kids to 


enter competitions to engage in 
oratory, music, art and other 
activities to uplift their self- 
esteem and enhance their skills? 
That’s exactly what my dad did 
to us. 


But most importantly, will | be a 
strong, God-fearing man, who 
puts God first in the household 
and emphasizes the Bible as the 
authority? That’s what my dad 
did. 


As a minister, he’s the one who 
(even now) gathers us together 
for family prayer and says the 
blessing at the dinner table. 
When I’m sick, he prays for me. 
When I’m healthy, he prays that | 
stay that way. He’s the one who 
wakes us early on Sunday morn- 
ings to get ready for church. And 
that’s what’s so great about my 
father: he leads not only by 
words, but by example. 


| thank God for my father. To put 
up with my disobedient, stubborn 
self, he had to be patient, loving, 
stern, kind and long-suffering. | 
realize now what an outstanding 
job he did in raising me. | can 
now see him as the ultimate role 
model, as the wisest man | know. 


Thanks dad, for everything 
you’ve done for me. | love you, 
and | only hope | can impart the 
same values you’ve instilled in 
me to my children. Peace. 


~Aaron Howard is a COGIC 
youth in Los Angeles and a stu- 
dent at UCLA.~ 


Reprinted by permission from 
UCLA’ Daily Bruin” 
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By Elder Michael and Eucretia Johnson 


Among the sad commentaries 
on contemporary society at the 
close of the 20th century are 
the countless case histories of 
children, youth and adult victims 
of sexual, emotional and physi- 
cal abuse. Many of the world’s 
heroes have been victimized by 
fathers, mothers, family friends, 
relatives, etc., but some way, 
somehow they have fought to 
stay alive and kept striving to attain their goals. 


q 


After many years of struggling with an incestuous 
father-daughter relationship, one of my heroines, 
Evangelist Joyce Meyers, recalls the terrors of bedtime 
when her drunken father would come in and molest her 
repeatedly, while her mother “supposedly slept” one 
bedroom over. As the years passed, enough courage 
forged its way through her and prompted her to confront 
her mother. To Joyce’s dismay and surprise, her moth- 
er had known all along that the father had been sexually 
abusing and emotionally stripping her all of her life BUT 
DID NOTHING! Now a world renowned televangelist, 
radio minister, writer and prolific communicator, she, 
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Pastor & Missionary Johnson 


like others, has somehow been 
able to turn the pain of abuse 
into a powerful testimony of 
healing, hope and help for 
others!! 


Our churches must take a stand 
or accused of the great sin of 
the church toward abuse: 
SILENCE. 

Abused or not protected by her 
family, an abuse survivor often turns to her church for 
help and comfort. Until recently, many churches 
were ill-prepared for the job. Operating under some 
of the same rules that govern dysfunctional fami- 
lies, churches found it easier to ignore or disregard 
the victim’s pain. “A great sin of the church has 
been that it historically has been silent,’ says Rubel 
Shelly, a minister at Woodmont Hills Church of Christ in 
Nashville, TN. 


“Not that it never said these things were wrong, but it 
was silent in terms of addressing these issues, speak- 
ing frankly, stepping in to intervene, or really believing 
the survivor's story.” 
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The church particularly has been silent when mem- 
bers of the clergy were the ones who were sexual- 
ly abusing children. The instances of abusive 
Catholic priests have been a discredit and disgrace to 
the church, according to Nashville Bishop Edward 
Kmieck. “There is a special call to holiness for the cler- 
gy, he says. “Certainly sexual abuse is totally opposite 
to any kind of moral call. The church has a responsi- 
bility to immediately investigate, to reach out in 
compassion to the victim and the family.” 


Shelly believes the church should respond in some spe- 
cific, practical ways. “God has always taken the side of 
the powerless, and the church is to act consistently 
with that,” he says. He gives examples like believing 
the survivor, protecting him or her from the perpe- 
trator, and providing concrete help such as shelter 
or legal assistance or counseling with trained pro- 
fessions. At the very least, the church can give space 
to groups that deal with varied forms of abuse. 


The church needs also to be careful in the theolo- 
gy it communicates. “Healthy theology says God 
does not expect people to take abuse,” Shelly explains. 
“There is a certain naivete that Christians sometimes 
bring to very complex issues.” 


From a Spiritual standpoint, Shelly said he feels that an 
important role of the church is to help survivors heal a 
faulty view of God. He speaks strongly about the spir- 
itual effects created by sexual abuse. If, during a 
child’s early years, she (or he) is disappointed and 
harmed by the significant adults in her life - espe- 
cially her parents - she transfers those negatives 
into her view of the heavenly Father, Shelly 
explains. | 

If adults exploit or damage a child, they will “probably 
create such a barrier between that child and God that 
it will be unlikely she will ever have a meaningful faith. 
If she does , it will be because she’s worked around 
what was done.” 

(Adapted from the “Nashville Tennessean’) 


FACTS ABOUT PHYSICAL ABUSE 


Every 15 seconds in the United States, a woman is 
abused by her partner. 


Violence can occur in every type of relationship regard- 
less of age, income, race, religion, education, sexual 
preference and geographic location. 


Violence victimizes women and children. 
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The greatest tragedy is when the victims of domestic 
violence have no place for escape. 


CAN’T SHE JUST WALK OUT? 
Women endure battering for many reasons. 


She may think she cannot support herself and her chil- 
dren and that she will end up homeless. 


She may feel she will be hurt even more seriously if she 
leaves. 


She may believe the promises and tearful affirmations 
by the abuser that it will never happen again. 


Frequently, the victim of physical or domestic abuse 
has been so emotionally abused that she tends to 
believe that she is worthless. She may feel ashamed 
and insecure. She may feel that her failure and short- 
comings have earned her this inhumane treatment. 
Often, the victim of domestic abuse FEELS UTTERLY 
ALONE, WITH NO PLACE TO GO! 


Battered women suffer more than a few cuts, bruis- 
es and broken bones, SOME DIE. Some are 
maimed for life. It is critical to note that ALL carry 
emotional scars. 


THE SMALLEST VICTIMS ARE CHILDREN 

Whether the child is actually assaulted or not, he or she 
is avictim also. No child can watch someone inflict vio- 
lence upon their mother without deep and serious 
effects. For those children who are battered, immediate 
intervention is essential! 


Children tend to carry the emotional scars of battering 
for a lifetime. If the cycle is not broken, the child can 
grow to become an adult abuser. The patterns of abuse 
in the home teach - through modeling - that physical 
abuse acceptable. 


WHAT CAN I DOTO SAVE THE LIFE OF A 
BATTERED WOMAN OR CHILD? 
Answer a 24-Hour Crisis Line in your community. 


Provide a few hours of child care and recreational 
supportive activities for these young victims. 


Help maintain the shelter buildings. There are 
shelters in every city! 


Donate professional services. 


Speak to Civic groups. 
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Provide transportation to various community 
services 


Get involved in Community Education. 
Be a part of a Community or Church Support Group. 


Be a financial supporter of programs that help those 
who are abused. 
(Adapted from the YWCA Domestic Violence Shelter) 


Above are some of the methods we, as ministers, can 
utilize in response to the horrors of abuse. It is with this 
focus that we examine the various forms of abuse and 
the way they manifest themselves in the lives of those 
who have been victimized in our book, The Church’s 
90’s Challenge: Addressing Abuse. 


My husband and | travel across the country ministering 
to those who are bound by these abuses, victimized by 
them or acquainted with persons who are. We are often 
not surprised at the findings within our churches. In chil- 
dren, young people and adults, we are encountering the 
“covered jewels” God has placed in our congrega- 
tions, who behind tear-filled eyes have the need of 
healing from past memories of abuse and neglect. 
The God of mercy and grace has allowed us to minis- 
ter reconciliation, forgiveness, emotional and physical 
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healing to those persons who have found themselves in 
these predicaments. Born out of great personal pain 
and experiences, we find that our past pains, along 
with our professional training, constrain us to min- 
ister in these areas and to benefit those who are 
hurting - to the Glory of God. 


Pastor Michael and Evangelist Eucretia Johnson are a 
dynamic husband-wife ministry tandem. They conduct 
revivals, workshops, marriage and youth retreats 
throughout the United States. Having experienced 
painful pasts themselves, God has anointed them to 
minister healing and wholeness to people who are or 
have been emotionally, physically or sexually abused. 
Both are used in the gifts of healing and word of knowl- 
edge. For more information on their book or their 
ministry write Deliverance NOW! Ministries COGIC, Inc. 
at 2411 Pulaski Highway, Suite S-160, Columbia, TN or 
call 1 - (615) 381-1797. 
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Write: IMPACT'96 P.O, Box 281085 Memp ' TN'38168 


or Call: 901-377-1195 
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ULY 1-6, 1996 
NDIANA CONVENTION CENTER 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


1996 “AIM”? CONVENTION 


International Youth 
Department Promises 
“Dynamic Ministry” 


This year’s convention promises to bring together youth 
ministers, parents, church leaders and children from 
tually every part of the country tor a powerful time of 
recreation, information and restoration. 


enjoy Workshops where all the latest 
leas and resources will be yours. 


Bishop C. H. Brewer, President 
COGIC International Youth Dept. 


Supt. Drew Sheard Deborah Thomas 
Executive Secretary Youth Chairlady 


To read Disciplines of the Spirit 
is to guarantee yourself a bless- 
ing. This devotional classic was 
written by Dr. Howard Thurman, a 
black poet, philosopher, theolo- 
gian and Christian mystic. First 
published by Harper and Row in 


1963, the new edition was 
published by Friends United 
Press in 1987. 


Dr. Thurman spent several of his 
81 years in Atlanta, Georgia. 
(First, as a student at Morehouse 
College and later as director of 
Religious Life at both Morehouse 
and Spelman colleges.) He 
wrote over 20 books and has 
preached and lectured at church- 
es, conferences and universities 
all over the world. 


| met Dr. Thurman in Boston. He 
and his wife, Sue, had recently 
moved from Washington, D.C., 
where he had been a professor 
of Religion and Dean of Rankin 
Chapel at Howard University. In 
Boston, he served as the distin- 
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guished Dean of Marsh Chapel 
at Boston University. He was a 
brilliant and beautiful man. Dr. 
Thurman was one of the five 
most influential men in my life. It 
was he who gave me $2,000 
through his Educational Trust 
Fund to finish my doctoral stud- 
ies at the University of 
Pittsburgh. 


In Disciplines of the Spirit, Dr. 
Thurman shared his belief that 
the human spirit is pushed 
toward maturity by five uni- 
versal experiences -- commit- 
ment, growth in wisdom and 
stature, suffering, prayer and 
reconciliation. He wrote out of 
years of thought and a disci- 
plined devotional life. 


As a poet and storyteller, Dr. 
Thurman shared his wisdom by 
recalling personal experiences 
and observations, as well as 
interpreting the insights of sacred 
and secular literature. Disci- 
plines of the Spirit is a delightful 


isciplines of the 


Spir 1 by Dr. Howard Thurman 


and challenging little book. Within 
its 127 pages, are found gems of 
grace that help discipline our spir- 
its and move us into new dimen- 
sions of inner growth. 


Dr. Thurman, who died at the 
age of 81 (1900-1981), left us 
with these cherished words: 


“The experience of love is 
either a necessity or a luxury. 
It if be a luxury, it is expend-. 
able; if it be a necessity, then 
to deny it is to perish. So sim- 
ple is the reality, and so terri- 
fying. Ultimately, there is only 
one place of refuge on this 
planet for any (person) --that 
is in another (person’s) heart. 
To love is to make of one’s 
heart a swinging door.” 
(Disciplines of the Spirit, p. 
127.) 


Dr. Goodwin has written and 
edited over 20 books and 
preaches and leads seminars 
and workshops at churches, col- 
leges and conferences in various 
parts of the United States and 
abroad. Whether speaking or 
writing, he is committed to mak- 
ing the message of Jesus Christ 
clear, interesting and challeng- 
ing. He holds a Ph.D. from the 
University of Pittsburgh. 


36 SPRING 1996 


My experience as a pastor-counselor has awak- 
ened me to a frightening fact: by in large the 
Christian church does not adequately address 
the acute problems that arise out of physical, 
sexual or emotional abuse. The emotional/psy- 
chological traumas that result from childhood and 
spousal abuse are enormous and affect the 
entire existence of the victims. | have attempted 
to stay abreast of the prevalence of abuse, as well 
as with the methods to reduce and eradicate the 
effects of it. The writers of The Church’s 
Challenge in the 90’s have a unique insight 
that is benefitting those who read their book as 
well as the hundreds people whom they are 
encountering through revivals and special work- 
shops to the hurting. 


Their perspectives have come as a result of their 
own experiences and through a rare anointing 
that God has given them for the specific purpose 
of ministering to people who are often neglected 
in our congregations. 

Through this book, the Lord uses this husband 
and wife team to communicate certain facts con- 
cerning abuse and its victims that will expose the 
Satanic influences that are holding so many of 
our youth and adults captive. 
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Lhe Church 
Challenge in the 905: 
ddressing Abuse’ 


By Michael and Eucretia Johnson 


Larry Britton 
Whole Truth Editor 


Read this book and discover a means by which 
you can help bring about deliverance for those to 
whom you minister. Read it, remembering the 
anointing destroys the yoke! 


Dr. Larry Britton is the Whole Truth Magazine 
Editor; Church of God in Christ Publishing Board 
Representative; and, Pastor of King Temple 
Church of God in Christ, Nashville, TN. 
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Remember @G 
Share with Others... 


The Life & Times of 
Dr. Mattie McGlothen- 
one of the Great Leaders of our church 


Read about: 


e Her life achievements — 
¢ Important teachings & virtues : 
¢ Historical breakthroug! Ss 
in the COGIC Women’ Ss s Dept 
..and more! 


“We love our heritage. We are going to preserve our heritage, 
that we may pass it on to our yet unborn generations....” 


-Mother McGlothen, 1976 


Your Own Special History Book- 
About A Critical Time & A Beautiful Woman. 


To Order: Emma J. Clark Cost: $20.00 Softcover 
5821 Highland Ave. cost includes tax. 
Richmond, CA 94804 Add $3.00 for postage 


For more information (510) 529-0369 


BY MICAH J. SCOTT 


The use of alternative curricula 
in Sunday School is not unusual. 
Many churches are currently 
using alternative curricula to sup- 
plement the lessons offered in 
the traditional Sunday School 
Quarterlies. The International 
Sunday School Lesson seeks to 
be unbiased, and not to empha- 
size any particular denomina- 
tional point of view. The positive 
side of this approach is that the 
International Sunday School cur- 
ricula has gained broad based 
support across denominational 
lines. The major drawback to this 
approach for individual denomi- 
nations is: 


If a denomination’s major tool of 
discipleship is the Sunday 
School Class, the uniqueness of 
its particular beliefs would sel- 
dom be emphasized in curricula 
designed by the mostly evangel- 
ical International Sunday School 
Conference. 


The Sunday School is our major 
instrument for discipleship. From 
my own personal observations, 
the traditional Church of God in 
Christ member more frequently 
attends Sunday School, than 
either YPWW or Prayer and Bible 
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Band. It is during the Sunday 
School hour that the minds of our 
parishioners are the freshest, as 
opposed to the YPWW after the 
big Sunday dinner, or Prayer and 
Bible Band after a full day’s work. 
Since the Sunday School is quite 
evidently the major teaching 
organ of the Churches of God in 
Christ, the type of believers the 
Church of God in Christ will pro- 
duce is largely contingent upon 
the content of weekly Sunday 
School classes. 


Before we go further, | wish to 
say a word about discipleship. It 
is imperative that we, as a 
church, take a genuine examina- 
tion of the second divine direc- 
tive from the Great Commission: 
to “TEACH ALL NATIONS.” 


Christian discipleship is clearly 
more than the dissemination of 
knowledge, it is the making of the 
individual. Jesus did not say that 
He would simply teach the twelve 
how to win souls, but that He 
would MAKE them fishers of 
men. It is a creative work of the 
Holy Spirit and the Word of God. 
Discipleship is the molding of 
New Testament believers into the 
image of Christ. 


THE NEED FOR, 


“URRICULA@ 


The same objective, which Jesus 
had in discipling the twelve, must 
be our objective today. The mod- 
ern church is failing miserably in 
the making of fishers of men. 
Compare this to the early church 
in which everyone was a witness. 
As the church was scattered 
abroad, they went everywhere 
spreading the gospel. The apos- 
tles understood the great com- 
mission and followed through 
with great fidelity. Jesus com- 
manded them to teach others 
what they had been taught by 
Him. We, too, are under the 
same admonition to teach the 
world what Christ taught His dis- 
ciples. 


ANOTHER LOOK 


| began to look for an alternative 
to our traditional Sunday School 
Curriculum after asking myself 
whether my current approach 
produced the same type of Faith- 
and-Power-filled disciples Christ 
developed. 


Mark 12:24: Jesus replied, “Your 
trouble is that you don’t know the 
Scriptures and don’t know the 
power of God. 
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What | would like to communicate 
at this point are some essential 
factors in the ability of Christ and 
the New Testament church to 
produce strong mature disciples. 


Factor Number One (1): 
THE MESSAGE WAS CLEAR 
KEY VERSE 


And the Lord answered me, and 
said, WRITE THE VISION, AND 
MAKE IT PLAIN upon tables, that 
he may run that readeth it. 


A coach with the winning team 
will not necessarily have the best 
athletes. The winning coach is 
the one whose players under- 
stand his instructions. Habakkuk 
tells us that one cannot run with a 
vision until it is made plain. The 
winning church will be the church 
that has plainly communicated 
the New Testament Vision in such 
a way that every believer knows 
precisely what he is to do. 


God is not the author of confu- 
sion. Neither is He the author of 
Christian material intended to 
confuse. The ministry of the New 
Testament was intended to 
remove the veil of spiritual illiter- 
acy, and allow us to see Christ 
more clearly. It is only when we 
see Christ that we are changed 
into His glorious image. 


Factor Number Two (2): 


THE TEACHING WAS 
CONCISE 
Have you ever stopped to think 
that there are no wasted words in 
the Bible? Oh how different 
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things are today. We live in what is 
called the “Information Age.” Our 
parishioners are constantly bom- 
barded with an overwhelming 
amount of information. Christians 
more than ever, need a source of 
clear, concise materials that will 
aid them in understanding the 
way of the Lord, while remem- 
bering that most of us have much 
to do, and so little time to do it. 
The time of every believer is pre- 
cious. Let us redeem it. 


Factor Number Three (3): 


THE TEACHING WAS 
CONCEPTUAL 


A lesson is only conceptual when 
something specific is formed in 
the mind of the student. Students 
should never read the lesson and 
be left wondering “what was the 
point?” It is possible to read 
mounds of materials without 
being able to form an idea as to 
how the information affects one’s 
life. 


Proverbs 4:7 The beginning of 
wisdom is: Acquire wisdom; And 
with all your acquiring, get under- 
standing. 


Proverbs 24:3 By wisdom a 
house is built, And by under- 
standing it is established; 


Pupils ought to leave classes illu- 
minated. It is this illumination that 
establishes believers in their walk 
with God. 


Factor Number Four (4): 


THE TEACHING WAS 
CONFIRMED 


Lessons must give scriptural sup- 
port for the concepts presented. 
Students should be able to say, 
“the word says”, not the “author 
says.” Students cannot pray the 
prayer of faith based on their con- 
fidence in the author. 


| Corinthians 2:4-5 “And my 
speech and my preaching were 
not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power: That your 
faith should not stand in the wis- 
dom of men, but in the power of 
God.” 


We can spend so much time pre- 
senting other philosophical 
views, that we forget to tell the 
students that there is an absolute 
TRUTH. Never leave a new 
believer hanging. This is not a 
philosophy class in which we 
study situational ethics, this is a 
laboratory of absolutes. We are 
learning the absolute laws of God 
upon which our very lives 
depend. The objective of the 
Christian church is not to moti- 
vate students to explore the 
expanse of uncertainties, but to 
stand upon an_ unmovable, 
unshakeable bedrock of truth. 


Elder Micah Scott is a gifted 
teacher, writer and pastor who 
holds a Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) degree 
from the University’ of 
Southern Mississippi. His 
highly successful, fast growing 
local church is the product of a 
teaching ministry that started 
among students on the USM 
campus. 
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BY GLENDA GOODSON 


I love the Church of God in Christ woman. For over 
40 years | have observed her. In her triumphant 
moments she is quick to tell you that it was God 
who brought forth justice to victory. Then, in her 
defeats | have seen her, in the words of a contem- 
porary song, take a lickin’ and keep on kickin’. She 
knows that she is fighting an already defeated 
enemy and takes courage in the hope and help of 
God. | also appreciate the sincerity of my sisters’ 
belief in their families, in their churches and in their 
God. 

The Whole Truth Magazine asked a seemingly 
simple question, “Who is the Church of God in 
Christ (COGIC) Woman?” The answer is a complex 
amalgam, because the COGIC Woman is many 
women; and all serve the true and living God. She 
is a proud old soldier in Los Angeles whose grace- 
fully lined face radiates the joy of years of living in 
the knowledge of “whose” she is when life throws 
some heavy blows; at the same time she is a politi- 
cian standing before her city council looking for 
strength from God to declare an unpopular deci- 
sion, and she is also a single mom who is unac- 
cepting of the mainstream stereotypical message 
and works hard to produce strong, productive 
young women and young men. The COGIC woman 
has many faces and is all these things and more. 
She is indeed in the world facing the same chal- 
lenges as her secular sister. However, her faith in 
action proves that she is not of this world system. 
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From phone conversations in Los Angeles, 
California; to the beautifully appointed Mayor’s 
Office in Lewisville, Texas; The Whole Truth visit- 
ed random representatives of today’s COGIC 
woman. Read on and you will discover the lives of 
some of the beautiful and charming women of the 
Church of God in Christ. 


MRS. BOBBIE J. MITCHELL 
MAYOR, CITY OF LEWISVILLE,TEXAS 


“The woman who is wise is the one to praise.” 
(Proverbs 31:30b). 


Driving north on I-35 from Dallas, the financial cap- 
ital of Texas, and the country’s eighth largest city, 
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you enter the bedroom community of Lewisville, a 
city of 55,000 souls. Formerly a farming community, 
today’s Lewisville buzzes with new construction as 
new businesses and single family dwellings spring 
up. Minutes from the Dallas - Fort Worth (DFW) 
International airport, Lewisville is also the home of 
its first black mayor, Mrs. Bobbie Mitchell, a member 
of the Love Chapel Church of God in Christ, where 
her pastor is the Elder Emuel Glenn, Sr. Mrs. 
Mitchell is a quiet storm who has revolutionized the 
city’s former all white, all male leadership. 


One morning in February, toward the end of a series 
of weather induced tragedies, | joined Mayor Mitchell 
in her office at the spanking brand new City Hall. A 
slight, soft spoken woman dressed in an elegant 
burgundy and gray business suit, Mrs. Mitchell per- 
sonally greeted me in the common area of the 
Mayor’s inner sanctum. 


After being ushered into the room, the walls of which 
were filled with plaques and other honorary accou- 
terments, | asked the obvious question. With blacks 
making up only 4 percent of Lewisville’s population, 
how could she create a quiet revolution to overturn 
decades of white male leadership? 


“l’ve always liked a good fight!” - the barely five foot, 
125 |lb., Mayor laughed. On a more serious note, 
Mayor Mitchell says she believes that God prepared 
her and her two siblings for leadership at very young 
ages. (The 48-year old’s mother died when she was 
eighteen months old and because of her father’s 
alcoholism the children moved from relative to rela- 
tive.) In the meantime, they learned how to stick 
together and what it meant to stand up for what they 
thought was right. But, | wondered, how exactly did 
those experiences translate her into her place in 
history as the first African-American and African- 
American female to head the growing city? 


“Frankly, | thought the city was doing a grave dis- 
service to its citizens by charging too much for 
water,” she laughed, “so, | went to make my voice 
heard. From that meeting | was appointed to the 
committee and from there to the zoning board. 


Mayor Mitchell performed many good works for the 
citizens of Lewisville but something was missing 
from her life. She credits an aunt for introducing her 
to holiness and claims that the biblical injunction to 
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“train up a child in the way he should go” works. 


“| was raised in the Love Chapel Church of God in 
Christ pastored by Elder R. L. Redmond. What | 
learned at his church has sustained me through the 
years.” Mayor Mitchell had joined another denomi- 
nation and says that she worked very hard in that 
church during her years as a board member, then 
city council person and later as Mayor, butperform- 
ing good works alone did not satify her. 


“The Lewisville, Grapevine, Flower Mound areas are 
small communities and you know how the saints 
are. They never give up! | would run into Elder 
Redmond at the mall or at the store and he’d say 
would tell me, ‘Bobbie, you’re doing a good job with 
the city. What are you doing about your soul’?” 


Before re-election to her second term, Mayor 
Mitchell returned to the church of her cyouy- 
hand gave her life to Jesus. 


“My regret is that | did not get saved sooner and that 
Elder Redmond had passed before | came to know 
the Lord.” 


Asked how God has led her in her political career, 
the Mayor stated, “I have a five member council that 
knows there’s been a change. “When it comes to the 
good of my city, | can be rough. Since | have been 
saved I’ve toned down the rhetoric and unseemly 
language in my private conversations. While | yet 
have had to take a council member aside, | am 
always aware of who | really represent.” She points 
toward the ceiling and smiles. 


ATTORNEY AND 
MUNICIPAL 
JUDGE B. J. WARREN 


“What attracted and impressed 
me with the Church of God in 
Christ in 1983,” says Judge B. 
J. Warren, “was the deep com- 

‘ - mitment and holiness insis- 
tence that a person could live free from sin. I’d 
never heard that before...that kind of commitment.” 
Senior Partner of B. JU. Warren and Associates and 
Ellis County Municipal Judge, Ms. Warren speaks 
with quiet intensity. Seated in the breakfast area of 
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her tastefully appointed home, Ms. Warren spoke of 
her life before and since experiencing the joy she 
has received since coming to Christ at the Greater 
Harvest Church of God in Christ (Bishop F. W. 
Smith, Pastor). 


“| was raised as an only child and my parents set 
very high standards for me,:” she says. “Therefore 
when | went off to college, rather than abusing their 
trust and the freedom dorm life offers, | and my 
roommate chose to affiliate with the gospel concert 
choir and other groups like that. And while some of 
the other students were in the bars, my roommate, 
who was a member of the Church of God in Christ, 
taught me the value of truly praying and we’d have 
Wednesday night prayer meeting! Did we get 
ribbed for that!” 


Judge Warren remained close to God through 
undergraduate, graduate school, a brief teaching 
career (bowing to the wishes of her father) then 
Notre Dame Law School. 


“After being picked up by a large international cor- 
poration, | began thinking of entering a private law 
practice. | left Kansas to join a friend’s law firm, in 
Texas. Harold Ray was a member of the Church of 
God in Christ and his insistence that God be the 
head of our firm, coupled with his practice of devo- 
tion at the beginning of each day, intrigued me.” 


After getting settled, Judge Warren was ready to 
find a church home and asked Mr. Ray for his 
assistance. 7 


“Harold told me that | was welcome to join him at 
Greater Harvest but he wouldn’t find a church in 
another denomination for me,’ she laughs. After 
attending services for a few months, Judge Warren 
was saved, sanctified and filled with the Holy Ghost 
in 1983. “I’ve been crying, shouting, hollering and 
dancing for Jesus ever since!” Ms. Warren says 
she loves the camaraderie of the saints. 

This writer wanted to know how knowing 
Christ in the pardon of her sins has 
affected her law practice. 


“In our justice system every citizen has a right to a 
fair trial. There’s a saying that to be a lawyer you 
have to lie. I’ve been fortunate not to have had to 
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practice criminal law; but, you do not have to com- 
promise yourself for any reason. Being saved has 
helped me. My practice is my ministry. | pray with 
my clients. Recently, | had a client to come in who 
was hurting and | prayed with her.” 


“We start our Monday staff meetings with prayer. | 
have always asked God to give us the competence 
and compassion to do the best job that we can 
and to help meet the needs of our clients. | think 
that’s what sets us apart from a lot of law practices. 
It is who | am and Whose | am. | have someone | 
have to answer to higher than my clients. I’m not 
just left with trying to please my clients.” 


After a severe illness and surgery in 1991, Judge 
Warren became more determined to live by the 
“Book.” Today whether spearheading an anti-drug 
rally in her adopted city of Waxahachie; caring for 
her 7 year old son, Louis Charles; acting as a 
State Magistrate; being involved in National 
Church of God in Christ Association of Lawyers; or 
speaking at a federal penitentiary; Judge Warren 
will always strive to please that Someone who has 
blessed her abundantly. 


Upcoming Issue: “Profiles of COGIC Women” 
including Sara Jordan Powell, Janice Craig, 
Sammie Bailey, Cheryl Reynolds, and Irene 
Oakley. 


About the writer: 


Glenda Goodson is an award winning author, 
wife, mother and entrepreneur. Goodson is a 
creative writing graduate of Southern Method 
University and an avid writer who dedicates 
her energies to the ministries of the Church of 
God in Christ on the local, jurisdictional and 
national levels. She was recently named one 
of the African-American Woman Writers of 
the Year in Texas by the National African- 
American Cultural Museum of Dallas. 
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By Emma J. CLARK 


"We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we 
are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed..." 

(I! Corinthians 4:8-10) 


Although the Christian life is filled with wonderful 
blessings, great promises, rich benefits, tremendous 
rewards, glorious comforts, unspeakable joys, and 
delightful mercies, this does not necessarily mean 
that it is a “Bed of Roses.” Many times there are also 
afflictions and difficulties to be faced, endured, and 
conquered. 


Difficulties have always plagued the saints, but 
through them all, they have become established in 


One of the greatest tragedies in churches today is 
a lack of systematic Bible study on the part of 
church members. There is a vast difference in sit- 
ting under the Word and being in the World. 
One is either “in the Word” and, it is transforming 
him, or, he is “in the world” and is being squeezed 
into its mold. The Bible is the most widely sold 
and the most widely - neglected book in the 
world. 


Unfortunately, many well meaning believers offer a 
variety of excuses for not studying the Word of 
God. Some say, “I do not have enough time.” The 
real question is, “you do not have enough time for 
what?” You have enough time to visit the shopping 
malls. You have enough time to select drapery. 
The average person spends five and a half hours 
everyday watching television - with devastating 
results. We see the impact of this in our churches. 
The excuse of “not having enough time” is the 
result of not properly prioritizing. 

Other believers will neglect the study of the Word 
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DECTIVES 


GETTING THROUGH DIFFICULT TIMES 


FROM THE MINISTER’S STUDY 
“BIBLE STUDY: ITS PURPOSE” 


their faith, strong in their commitment, mature in their 
experience, tempered in their souls, and developed in 
their patience. They have powerful testimonies 
because they do not allow problems, difficulties, 
adversities, afflictions, trials, temptations or troubles 
to deter them. God brought them through their diffi- 
cult times. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. | Corinthians 
1557. 


Let me encourage you to praise God through your dif- 
ficulties and make the tough times count. (Isaiah 
43:2) The weapons of Prayer, Fasting, and Praise 
will give you the power to get through difficult 
times. 


By Dr. Robert Lee Asberry 


by saying, “I do not understand.” The response to 
this is: “Are you willing to invest the time and ener- 
gy to acquire the necessary skills to become an 
effective student of the Word of God?” Studying 
the Bible is not something “nice;” it is necessary for 
survival! Tragically, many believers are not exalted 
by the truth - they are imbalanced by it. 


Remember, dusty Bibles lead to dirty lives. Sin 
will keep you from the Bible or the Bible will keep 
you from sin. David declared, “Thy Word have | hid 
in my heart that | might not sin against thee” 
(Psalm 119:11). The goal of Bible study is not to 
make us smart - it is designed to make us holy. We 
need to get the Word of God in our hearts and 
then “in our feet so we can walk it out in our daily 
lives.” 


Dr. Robert Lee Asberry is an educator, pastor, superintendent 


and Administrative Assistant for Bishop J. Neaul Haynes of 
the Texas Northeast Jurisdiction, COGIC. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 
AND ORGANIZATION: 


THE DR. MATTIE 


MCGLOTHEN 


LIBRARY/MUSEUM 


By Emma Clark 


The Dr. Mattie McGlothen Library/Museum was 
erected in the fall of 1988 and dedicated in 
January, 1989. It houses trophies, plaques, pho- 
tographs, tributes and other memorabilia of Dr. 
McGlothen. Available for use in the library is a wide 
range of Bibles, bible dictionaries, concordances, 
general and religious encyclopedias, sermon 
preparation materials, church histories, “how-to 
books on writing welcomes and emergency 
addresses, auxiliaries handbooks, and souvenir 
journals and programs from annual conventions. A 
collection of non-fiction and fiction titles are avail- 
able for leisure reading. 


In addition to books and memorabilia, the 
library/museum has a collection of video and 
audio cassettes of local, jurisdictional and nation- 
al church services. Educational aids, a pamphlet file 
of church literature and programs, and children’s 
reading material are also available. The library’s 
personal computer is used for general correspon- 
dence, to access the collection by title, author or 
subject; to search the on-line Bible concordance by 
subject; to computerize the church files;, to print 
bulletins, flyers and banners; and for training of 
youth in the use of computers. 


Mother McGlothen approved a medallion that was 
made in her honor to help support the on-going 
operations of the library in years to come. A book, 
Dr. Mattie McGlothen: A Virtuous Woman, by 
Emma J. Clark, chronicles the life and work of 
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Mother McGlothen. the 


Library/Museum. 


Proceeds support 


Donations of church historical documents, pho- 
tographs, cassettes and videos, souvenir journals 
and programs and monetary donations are wel- 
comed. Issues of The Whole Truth prior to 1989 are 
welcomed. 


The Dr. Mattie McGlothen Library/Museum is locat- 
ed at 253 Gertrude Avenue in Richmond, California | 
(94801). Elder Joseph Langston serves as 
President of the Library/Museum Association. 


Local churches are encouraged to establish a 
church library or resource center ministry. The 
church library must begin with people who envision 
its possibilities and are willing to work to make it a 
reality. Defining the church’s needs; setting goals; 
selecting location, workers, and materials; estab- 
lishing collection, development and basic library 
policies; establishing procedures and programs; 
operating the library; and evaluating its effective- 
ness are steps in developing this ministry. 


Emma J. Clark, Founder and Librarian of the Dr. 
Mattie McGlothen Library/Museum and City 
Librarian in Richmond, California can be contacted 
for more information and a bibliography on orga- 
nizing a church library. Send requests to her at 
5821 Highland Avenue, Richmond, CA 94804, fax 
(510) 232-4214 or telephone (510) 529-0369. 
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Dr. Vernard Johnson 


SPRING 1996 


s\~ Dr. Vernard Johnson 


There is a debate going on in the world of 
Gospel Music concerning the authenticity of 
music that is being used in the worship ser- 
vice. From the pew, one hears such com- 
ments as “What are they saying,’ and “Are 
they singing Gospel Music or Rock Music?” In 
today’s world, it seems quite difficult to distin- 
guish between the two. 


Choirs sing songs on Sunday morning that 
never mention Christ. It is almost parallel 
with the annual lament, that Christ has been 
taken out of Christmas. Other choirs seem to 
be so concerned with showmanship and 
entertaining the congregation that their 
movements border on the latest dance craze 
and could be featured on Soul Train. At the 
same time, some of the lyrics that are being 
used border on being statements of intima- 
cy. Words such as “I want to be with you 
Jesus,” or “I’m making love to Jesus” are 
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sung by choirs and groups. 

There are even some artists 
who are going under the banner 
of gospel music, but when one 
analyzes _ their 
music (the text, & 
harmony, struc- 
ture, and style), 
it is quite evident 
that they are 
counterfeit and 


should be 

placed under 

another catego- | 
ry. 


This deception 
causes many 
problems among 
youth who are 
naive and vul- 
nerable. They 
could be easily 
confused. They 
may be tempted to think one 
can sing anything, do anything 
and say anything and still be a 
Christian---simply because their 
favorite Gospel Artist does. 

We are prompted to ask the 
question, “Is the music that peo- 
ple sing in the church on 
Sunday really Gospel Music or 
is it some other form of music 
carefully disguised?” In other 
words, “is it real or counterfeit?” 


What is Gospel Music? Our 
forefathers who authored and 
created work songs and spiritu- 
als which eventually evolved 
into the early form of Gospel 
Music, said that Gospel Music is 
an expression of the soul which 
seeks to bring adoration, rever- 
ence and praise to the most 
Holy God through music. With 
this in mind, my questions are 
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these: Are many of the so 
called Gospel Music songs of 
today real or counterfeit? Could 
the choirs and groups of today 


e 6 @6@e * 


Elder Richard Clean” White & Luvonia Whitley 


stand before the most Holy God 
and sing the songs that they are 
singing - do the things that they 
are doing, and expect for it to be 
received by God as reverence, 
adoration and praise? Could 
the choirs and groups that have 
dance like movements offer this 
as a holy expression of praise, 
or would God even allow them 
to stand in His sight? 

As Christians, we must not 
allow ourselves to get caught 
up with the hype of the world. 
“We are in the world but not of 
the world.” We must not even 
allow our heroes to be those 
heroes of the world, but instead, 
our heroes should be those 
who advocate Christ and 
Christian living. We _ should 
always be mindful of the fact 
that this world is not our home. 
We are only strangers traveling 


through. — While traveling 
through, many may be tempted 
with things in this world that we 
would like to pattern ourselves 
after; but, 
these are 
strange 
things in a 
strange land. 
They may 
look real, but 
in essence, 
they are 
counterfeit, 
and our God 
FP will never 
receive any- 
thing that is 
counterfeit. 

| close with 
this: 


“| Know thy 
works, that thou art neither cold 
nor hot; | would that thou were 


cold or hot. So then because © 
thou art lukewarm, and neither | 


cold nor hot, | will soew thee out 
of my mouth. 
(Revelation 3:15,16) 


Dr. Vernard Johnson is a 
world-renowned, gospel 
saxophonist, music com- 
poser and director of the 
COGIC Orchestra. He holds 


the Ph.D. in Music 
Dallas’ Southwestern 
Theological Seminary. 
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~TUESDAY * NOVEMBER 7TH 

95AC-001 (AM) OFFICIAL OPENING PT. 1 & 2 
95AC-002 (PM) DR. MARTIN LUTHER JOHNSON 
95AC-003 (PM) ELDER ERIC FARMER 


EDNESDAY e NOVEMBER 8TH 
95AC-004 (AM) PRAYER SERVICE/MOTHER ELSIE SHAW 
95AC-005 NOON ELDER JAMES JORDAN 

95AC-006 (PM) MISSIONARY JOY HAMILTON 

95AC-007 (PM) BISHOP H.E. QUILLEN 


_~THURSDAY ¢ NOVEMBER 9TH 
95AC-008 NOON ELDER KENNETH HAMMONDS 
95AC-009 (PM) SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER 
95AC-010 (PM) ELDER RON HILL 

95AC-011 (PM) BISHOP S.L. GREEN 


RIDAY « NOVEMBER 10TH 
95AC-012 (AM) MOTHER EMMA CROUCH PT. 1 & 2 
95AC-013 M.T. MEN'S MINISTRY SERVICE 

REV. MARCUS RIGGINS 
95AC-014 (PM) MRS.LOUISE PATTERSON PT. 1 & 2 
95AC-015 (PM) BISHOP PETER WREN 


SATURDAY * NOVEMBER 11TH 


95AC-016 (AM) PRAYER SERVICE/MOTHER ELSIE SHAW 
95AC-017 NOON SUNSHINE, PURITY AND ST. ACADEMY PT. 1 & 2 
95AC-018 (PM) MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES AFLAME 

95AC-019 (PM) BISHOP F.W. SMITH 


-SUNDAY * NOVEMBER 12TH 


95AC-020 (AM) OFFICIAL DAY/BISHOP C.D. OWENS PT. 1 & 2 
95AC-021 (PM) ELDER JAMES LENNOX 


MONDAY ¢ NOVEMBER 13TH 


95AC-022 (AM) BISHOP W.J. CAMPBELL 
95AC-023 (PM) HOLY COMMUNION 


ORDER THE 12 TAPE “ASE OR ONLY $50.00 PLUS $3.00 S/H. 


To Order CALL 1-901-527-6233 or Fax Your Order 1-901- 527- 6807 
Write: P.O. Box 2017, Memphis, TN 38101 


By Elder Timothy T. Scott, Jr. 


THAT DEVILISH COMPUTER? 


A number of years ago, | went to a local store-to 
purchase one of my first computers. The young 
lady who served me at the check-out counter was 
a Christian and knew that | was a pastor. She con- 
gratulated me on the purchase and inquired about 
the intended use. | informed her that | was buying 
the computer to help me in doing the work of the 
ministry. She was shocked, to say the least, anda 
very serious conversation followed. She further 
asked if | knew that computers were of the Devil; 
associated with the mark of the beast, and an 
instrument of the Anti-Christ» laughed and tried to 
explain to her that computersare no more Satanic 
than the man-made hammer used to.drive the nails 
into the hands and feet of Jesus on the cross. 
Unfortunately, this is the kind of fear and ignorance 
that impedes the stewardship of the body of Christ. 


THERE IS AN INFORMATION 
SUPER HIGHWAY 


A computer is probably the most powerful human 
tool of this age. | ltt is sr beweriay because it is a 
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kingdom of God. These words come together to 
formulate ideas, values, morals, hatred, knowl- 
edge, understanding, bias, policy, and the list goes 
on. The collection of these ideas, values, and 
knowledge-is considered information. When this 
information is collected and exchanged by way of. 
computers, the maze becomes known as an infor- 
mation superhighway. 


The Internet is one of these superhighways 
because large computer networks that serve 
schools and governmental agencies are linked 
together internationally. .More than..63 countries 
use the Internet daily to send and receive elec- 
tronic mailto communicate directly with individual 
Internet users; and to store and retrieve huge 
amounts of information in many languages on 
thousands of subjects. The World-Wide-Web is an 
information retrieval:system on the Internet that 
allows access to information located on computers 
connected to the Internet. 


WE ARE SPREADING THE 
LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL 


When members. of the body of Christ travel the 
information superhighway spreading the light of 
ing GoeRel we have the potential to change the 
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touch the world, they can be 
used of God to touch lives in our 
local churches, our communities, 
and the Church of God in Christ 


on a national level. Through 
Sunday bulletins, study guides, 
tracts, books, etc., we can paral- 
lel biblical scribes or oracles who 
“Write the vision, and make it 
plain upon tables, that he may 
run that readeth it” (Habakkuk 
2:2). The language of The 
Living Bible indicates that the 
church is in a serious publish- 
ing business: And the Lord 
said to me, “Write my answer on 
a billboard, large and clear, so 
that anyone can read it at a 
glance and rush to tell the others” 
(Habakkuk 2:2). This is more 
than a casual challenge. We 
have a divine mandate to 
spread the light of the gospel. 
A personal computer can be 
the ultimate means to this end. 


THE CHALLENGE OF 
UNDERSTANDING THE 
TIMES 


The biblical perspective of utiliz- 
ing current technology for min- 
istry is clear. However, we must 
be motivated to implement this 
tool as an integral part of the 
ministry of the Church of God in 
Christ. Those who know the time 
and have an understanding of 
the times know what we should 
do. The main thing that we 
should do with computers is use 
them as a tool to meet the needs 
of our times. 

The times mandate a Need for 
Accuracy. The computer is a 
powerful tool for accuracy 
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because it gives back exactly 
what it has been given. 
Certainly, if there is garbage 
going in, there will be garbage 
coming out. If there is accuracy 
going in, there will be accuracy 
coming out. The challenges of 
ministry today are credibility 
and acceptance. Accuracy is 
at the heart of credibility;accu- 
racy is a pre-requisite for 
acceptance, and accuracy is 
the proper launching pad for 
consistency. 


The times mandate a Need for 
Timeliness. The business world 
has automated every feasible 
process to provide relevant infor- 
mation on time and in time. The 
children of the light must be wiser 
than the children of our day. We 
must maximize the time given 
to us by using the computer to 
expedite the many tasks of 
ministry. We can complete 
these tasks in a timely fashion 
and provide economically feasi- 
ble solutions through computer- 
ized’ accounting, reporting, 
scheduling, notification, faxing, 
and electronic mail. 


The times mandate a Need for 
Quality and Excellence. All that 
we do in word or deed should be 
done to the glory of God. We 
should only consider doing those 
things for God that are full of 
virtue and praise worthy-not for 
the praise of men, but proof that 
we are doing our maximum for 
God in all things. Furthermore, 
the lack of quality and excellence 
can be a major distraction from 
the real worth of our labor. 


Computers assist in providing 
excellence in form, presenta- 
tion, and style. 


With accuracy, timeliness, and 
an exceptional standard of excel- 
lence, computers provide a way 
to adequately minister in the 20th 
century and beyond. By the way, 
a computer will never serve as a 
substitute for genuine consecra- 
tion, the power of the Holy Ghost, 
or divine inspiration. Without 
these, we will have “garbage in” 
and “garbage out.” A man can 
receive nothing unless it be given 
him from heaven. It is what we 
receive from our Heavenly Father 
that gives significance to our 
labor of love. 


Elder Timothy T. Scott, Jr., 
has served as Pastor of St. 
Hill Church of God in Christ 
in Brandon, Mississippi for 
13 years, Jurisdictional 
Secretary of Mississippi 
Southern Second for 10 
years. He is a Computer 
Science Graduate of the 
University of Southern 
Mississippi with 19 years of 
experience as a Computer 
Application Software 
Consultant, Designer, and 
Developer. 
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COGIC In KOREA 


Since the end of the Korean 
conflict, in the 1950’s, there has 
been a tremendous need for a 
move of God in South Korea. The 
prayer and bible study groups held 
by many of the military personnel 
stationed in the country over the 
years gave rise to the people’s 
demand for established Pente- 
costal churches there. 


Located between the Yellow Sea 
and the Sea of Japan, Korea is a 
peninsula 600 miles (966 kilome- 
ters) long and 135 (127 kilometers) 
wide. One time a kingdom and 
dependency of Japan, Korea was 
divided, in 1948, at its 38th parallel 
into the republics of North and 
South Korea. North Korea contin- 
ues to be gripped by a communist 
regime. South Korea, however, has 
been more tolerant and accepting 
of religious expression. Its capital 
city is Seoul. Korea, with its 37,427 
square miles contains a population 
of approximately 40,500,000. 


“We applaud the _ Presiding 
Bishop’s Vision 2000 and Beyond. 
We rejoice in the fact that we are 
part of our leader’s vision which 
encaptures 56 countries in the for- 
eign fields,” says Elder Larry Lee 
Shaw, Area Coordinator for the 
Church of God in Christ - Republic 
of Korea (South Korea). Through a 
concerted effort on the part of 
Elder Shaw and _ International 
Missions Department President, 
Bishop Carlis Moody, “...the 
COGIC is rapidly spreading across 
(South Korea) like wild fire.” The 
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COGIC is the first and only pre- 
dominantly black denomination 
that has been recognized in the 
Republic of Korea. Currently, there 
are 18 COGIC churches in the 
country which minister to the 
needs of the military and local 
communities, including the influen- 
tial Korean Businessmen’s 
Association. 


The uniqueness of the COGIC has 
attracted people of all churches, 
chapels and denominations. Elder 
Lee reports further, “The spirit of 
evangelism coupled with COGIC’s 
intensive training seminaries and 
workshops have been the main 
reasons for the rapid growth of the 
fellowship.” The COGIC in South 
Korea was formally organized in 
1992 with four congregations. 
Elder Shaw journeyed to South 
Korea in 1993 to further organiza- 
tional efforts and to officially regis- 
ter the COGIC in the country. 


That same year, the COGIC was 
formally recognized by the Korean 
government. Bishop Carlis Moody 
was invited to bring greetings from 
the National Church’ and 
International Missions department 
in the first annual meeting there. 
Bishop Moody also made pastoral 
and departmental appointments. 
Through prayer, much hard work, 
many hours of extensive travel and 
coordination, the vision of the 
COGIC - ROK (Republic of Korea) 
became reality and the COGIC 
has gained full acceptance in the 
South Korean religious community. 


COGIC efforts are also being 
assisted by Dr. Paul Cho, pastor of 
Yoiddo Full Gospel Church, the 
largest church in the world. “Dr. 
Cho has expressed tremendous 
interest in helping our churches. 
(He) has given our fellowship much 
guidance in the area of reaching 
out to the Korean population,’ says 
Elder Shaw. Currently, there are 
plans to infiltrate communist North 
Korea with bibles, thereby spread- 
ing the Word of God to as many of 
its 18,747,000 residents as 
possible. 


Shaw’s enthusiasm for ministry is 
also reflected stateside. He was 
appointed as Superintendent of 
the newly formed Greater. 
Savannah District on September | 
30th of last year. With the appoint- 
ment, Superintendent Shaw will 
serve over 25 congregations in 
Georgia and Alabama, in addition 
to those in Korea. Shaw, a former 
military chaplain, is the pastor and 
founder of Full Gospel Tabernacle 
Church of God in Christ, Hinesville, 
Georgia . He organized seven 
COGIC congregations in Georgia, 
Alabama and Virginia. 


Bishop Chandler D. Owens, 
presiding Bishop of the COGIC, 
Inc., will officially visit South Korea 
in May. He will meet with South 
Korean heads of state, the repub- 
lic’s four-star general, Dr. Cho and 
the Chaplain in charge of all 
military bases in the country. 
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| his seventy (70) years in 
linistry, his evangelistic 

stretched from coast to 
-and border to border. 
ce was not a hindrance to 
ymmitment to heed the 
mandate, “Go ye therefore 
ach all nations.” 


pastorate began in 


ysboro, Illinois. Later, Elder | 


ldie was called to the fields 
quion, Harrisburgh, and 

He also served in 
|ton, Kentucky, 
iersville, Missouri, and Hot 
Is, Arkansas. He finally 
jded to the call to return to 
me, accepting the pas- 
of Christ Temple. 


intendent Dinwiddie was 
ly noted as an exceptional 
'r and pastor, but also as 
storian, poet, composer, 
ir, and musician. He shall 
sed in these and other var- 
3lds of the Lord’s service. 


left to cherish his memory: 
d wife of 66 years, Mother 
irrie L. Dinwiddie; sons, 
Clifton and Charles Elbert; 
ter, Doris Yvonne; and, a 


host of friends and admirers. 
LANIER, Racheal Grace 


Coleman--Evangelist, Church 
Mother 


March 9, 1909 - January 29, 
1996 
Bowling Green, Kentucky 


The homegoing services for 
Mother Racheal Grace Lanier 
were conducted on February 3, 
1996 in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky. Mother Lanier and her 
husband, the late Elder O. C. 
Coleman, established the first 
Church of God in Christ congre- 
gation in Bowling Green, in 1947, 
under the leadership of the late 
Bishop D. A. Reed, Sr. 

She was born Racheal Grace 
Gray, the daughter of the lates — 
Richard and Margaret Sigmon 
Gray in Cotton Plant, Arkansas. 
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COGIC IN K 


Since the end of the Korean 
conflict, in the 1950’s, there has 
been a tremendous need for a 
move of God in South Korea. The 
prayer and bible study groups held 
by many of the military personnel 
stationed in the country over the 
years gave rise to the people’s 
demand for established Pente- 
costal churches there. 


Located between the Yellow Sea 
and the Sea of Japan, Korea is a 
peninsula 600 miles (966 kilome- 
ters) long and 135 (127 kilometers) 
wide. One time a kingdom and 
dependency of Japan, Korea was 
divided, in 1948, at its 38th parallel 
into the republics of North and 
South Korea. North Korea contin- 
ues to be gripped by a communist 
regime. South Korea, however, has 
been more tolerant and accepting 
of religious expression. Its capital 
city is Seoul. Korea, with its 37,427 
square miles contains a population 
of approximately 40,500,000. 


“We applaud the Presiding 
Bishop’s Vision 2000 and Beyond. 
We rejoice in the fact that we are 
part of our leader’s vision which 
encaptures 56 countries in the for- 
eign fields,” says Elder Larry Lee 
Shaw, Area Coordinator for the 
Church of God in Christ - Republic 
of Korea (South Korea). Through a 
concerted effort on the part of 
Elder Shaw and _ International 
Missions Department President, 
Bishop Carlis Moody, “...the 
COGIC is rapidly spreading across 
(South Korea) like wild fire.” The 
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DINWIDDIE, Oscar _ -- District 
Superintendent 
Cairo, Illinois 


Elder Oscar Dinwiddie, 
Superintendent in the Southern 
Illinois, Eastern Missouri, and 
Western Illinois Jurisdictions of 
the Church of God in Christ 
departed this life on November 
27, 1995. 


Having been one of the youths 
saved during the early years of 
the established COGIC in the 
Cairo area, Superintendent 
Dinwiddie went on to make many 
contributions to the COGIC. The 
progress the church realized in 
the areas of music, literature, 
seminars, evangelism and train- 
ing in ministerial development 
can be attributed to a great 
extent to his use of his God given 
gifts. 


He was known by many names. 
To our sainted founder, Bishop 
Charles Harrison Mason, he was 
known as “Dinney Boy.” To his 
family, he was lovingly known as 
“Brother O.E.” and to his busi- 
ness associates, he was respect- 
fully known as “Mr. D” His con- 
tributions to ministerial training 
earned him the moniker, “Dean 
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Dinwiddie.” 


During his seventy (70) years in 
the ministry, his evangelistic 
efforts stretched from coast to 
coast and border to border. 
Distance was not a hindrance to 
his commitment to heed the 
Lord’s mandate, “Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations.” 

His 


pastorate began in 


Murphysboro, Illinois. Later, Elder | i 


Dinwiddie was called to the fields 
of Duquion, Harrisburgh, and 
Peoria. He also served in 
Lexington, Kentucky, 
Caruthersville, Missouri, and Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. He finally 
responded to the call to return to 
his home, accepting the pas- 
torate of Christ Temple. 


Superintendent Dinwiddie was 
not only noted as an exceptional 
teacher and pastor, but also as 
an historian, poet, composer, 
director, and musician. He shall 
be missed in these and other var- 
ious fields of the Lord’s service. 


Those left to cherish his memory: 
devoted wife of 66 years, Mother 
St. Carrie L. Dinwiddie; sons, 
Curtis Clifton and Charles Elbert; 
daughter, Doris Yvonne; and, a 


host of friends and admirers. 
LANIER, Racheal Grace 
Coleman--Evangelist, Church 
Mother 


March 9, 1909 - January 29, 
1996 
Bowling Green, Kentucky 


The homegoing services for 
Mother Racheal Grace Lanier 
were conducted on February 3, 
1996 in Bowling Green, 
Kentucky. Mother Lanier and her 
husband, the late Elder O. C. 
Coleman, established the first 
Church of God in Christ congre- 
gation in Bowling Green, in 1947, 
under the leadership of the late 
Bishop D. A. Reed, Sr. 

She was born Racheal Grace 
Gray, the daughter of the lates» 
Richard and Margaret Sigmon 
Gray in Cotton Plant, Arkansas. 
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She confessed her hope in Christ 
at an early age and served as a 
member of the Missionary Baptist 
Church. In 1931, after hearing the 
doctrine of holiness preached, 
she received the Baptism of the 
Holy Spirit and served under the 
leadership of the lates Elder Z. A. 
Cawthon and Mother S. L. Metcalf 
in Hickman, Kentucky. 


She was united in holy matrimony 
to Elder Oscar C. Coleman in 
1938. To that union one son was 
born. Elder Coleman preceded 
her in death in 1954. In 1957, she 
wed Elder O. K. Lanier, an evan- 
gelist of the Church of God in 
Christ. Elder Lanier also preceded 
her in death in 1982. 


Mother Lanier remained under 
the leadership of Bishop A. T. 
Moore and Mother Jean Wright 
until 1980, when she and Elder 
Lanier moved to Carbondale, 
Illinois. There they joined Faith 
Temple COGIC under the leader- 
ship of Elder H. E. Cawthon. In 
1983, Mother Lanier worshipped 
at the Church of God in Christ at 
Cup, Illinois, under 
Superintendent R. Massie, where 
she served as Prayer and Bible 
Band President, YPWW Teacher 
and as an Evangelist. Later that 
year, she moved to Madisonville, 
Kentucky, where she became a 
member of the Branch Street 
COGIC under the leadership of 
Elder Prince W. Wolfork. 

Mother Lanier leaves to cherish 
her memory: ason, Elder Oscar 
C. Coleman II, Bowling Green, 
KY; step-son, Vernon (Shirley) 
Coleman, Evansville, IN; sister, 
Rose T. Kinzer, Lafayette, IN; 35 
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grandchildren; 126 great-grand 
children; 17 great-great grand- 
children; and, a host of nieces, 
nephews, and friends. 


HICKS, Bertha M. -- 
Evangelist, Church Mother 
January 11, 1896 - January 19, 
1996 
Brooklyn, New York 


Homegoing services were held 
on January 27, 1996 for Mother 
Bertha M. Hicks, at Washington 
Temple COGIC Brooklyn, New 
York. Superintendent Robert L. 
Madison officiated, and Bishop 
Ithiel C. Clemmons rendered the 
eulogy. 

Bertha Mae Buckner (Hicks) was 
born the seventh of ten children of 
George and _ Betty’ Kendly 
Buckner of Estill Springs, 
Tennessee. In 1915, she married 
Dewitt Hicks, the son of a 
Methodist minister. To this union 
were born two children, Roy T. 
(deceased) and Betty Deloris. 


She accepted the Lord as her 
personal Savior in 1928 in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, under the min- 
istry of the lates Bishop and Mrs. 
John H. Boone. Later, she was 
licensed as an Evangelist. 


She and her family migrated to 
Brooklyn, New York, in 1944, join- 
ing Victory Temple COGIC under 
the leadership of the late Bishop I. 
G. Glover. She began visiting ser- 
vices during the “Sawdust Trail” 
and later joined Washington 
Temple COGIC under the leader- 
ship of the late Bishop F. D. 
Washington. She remained at 
Washington Temple, serving as 
Church Mother, until her passing. 
She remained active in the 
church, attending weekly ser- 
vices and teaching until just 
shortly before her death. 


According to COGIC historian 
and General Board Member, 
Bishop Ithiel Clemmons, Mother 
Hicks was one of the early pio- 
neers of the COGIC. A woman of 
grace and wisdom, Mother Hicks’ 


ministry touched many lives. She - 


was known to spend many hours 


writing out Scriptures to hand to 


any and everyone who would 
receive them. 


Those left to cherish her memory: 
daughter, Betty (John) Smith; five 
(5) grandchildren, ten (10) great- 
grand children; nine (9) great- 
great grandchildren; a host of 
nieces, nephews, adopted chil- 
dren and grandchildren, as well 
as her Washington Temple family. 
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Three Strong Companies. 
One Global Force. 


DAM 


INTERNATIONAL 


Have you heard the news?. Golden and 52 Distributor service centers in over 
Products, Neo-Life and Diamite have come 35 countries around the globe, GNLD 


together to form one of the world’s stands : 
largest and most dynamic direct sales ready to Global Sales Opportunity 


compa- support 
nies: entrepreneure - both domestically and 
GNLD internationally - in building and expanding 
International. Together, the unified GNLD your business. 
family is now the fastest growing com- This new partnership is only the beginning. 
pant in the industry in new maket pene- GNLD’s ultimate goal is to become the 
tration. largest and most respected direct sales 


company in the world. And to make GNLD 
With an unparalleled the most recognized 


combination of global International Market Access | ame internationally 


resources, leading-edge | for quality, integrity 
products, and marketing know-how’s, and solid value. This is the foundation of 
GNLD is positioned as the most powerful the entire GNLD business philosophy. 
force in the direct-selling industry Well Come join us. A world of opportunity 
into the next century. With hundreds of awaits. 

thousands of distributors, 600 full-time 

employees, 


For more Inforrmation: Call Evelyn Battiste toll free 1-800-650-0901 
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INDIANA CONVENTION CENTER 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 
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